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Small mammals of Gorce National Park

[with 5 text-figs.]

Drobne ssaki Gorczańskiego Parku Narodowego

A b s t r a c t .  Small mammals of Gorce N ational P ark  have been studied and an analysis 
of the ir communities in various p lan t associations is presented. 17 species (N =  2526) have 
been recorded: Talpa europaea, Sorex araneus, S. m inutus, S. alpinus, Neomys fodiens, 
N . anomalus, Clethrionomys glareolus, Arvicola terrestris, Pitym ys subterraneus, Microtus agrestis, 
M. arvalis, M us musculus, Battus norvegicus, Apodemus agrarius, A . flavicollis, Dryomys n i­
tedula, and Muscardinus avellanarius. The trapab ility  index is positively correlated w ith the 
fertility  of a p lan t association. The num ber of Sorex minutus increased w ith the altitude as 
compared to S. araneus. Clethrionomys glareolus clearly outnum bered Apodemus flavicollis 
in coniferous woods. The greatest participation  (100%) of the genus Microtus among all the 
rodents is in non-utilized economically Vaccinium myrtillus association, while the sm allest in 
Cireietum rivularis (87.9%) and Gladiolo-Agrostietum (87.5%).

Ireneusz B ia ł a s

I. INTRODUCTION

Gorce National Park was founded in 1981. I t  encompasses an area charac­
teristic for the Gorce range, t h a t  of relatively only slightly damaged Polish 
Carpathians ( K o r n a ś  & M e d w e c k a -K o r n a ś  1981). The extent of man-made 
natural environment transformation is small in comparison to other ranges of 
the Beskid M ts .

Small mammals of the Gorce range have been studied till now by H a it l in g e r  
& S z y s z k a  (1977); yet the two authors’ data do not permit a complete quanti­
tative evaluation of the material because of the trapping method used.

Relationships between the type of plant association and the number of 
small mammals and the structure of their communities in both forest and non- 
'forest biotopes have been pointed at by many authors (K o s h k in a  1967, A u l a k  
1970, M a z u r k ie w ic z  & R a j s k a -J u r g ie l  1979, G r a n t  & B i r n e y  1979, G r a n t  
et al. 1982, B a r r y  1984, M or r is  1984, S t e e l e  et al. 1984). In  this respect, the 
case in the mountains is similar to tha t in the lowlands, for the vertical position 
°f a region is less im portant to the determination of the range of small mammals 
than the type of environment (C h u d o b a  & H a it l in g e r  1971), though, on the








