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V a ss il V . P opov

Middle Pleistocene small mammals (Insectivora, Lagomorpha, Rodentia) from 
Morovitsa Cave (North Bulgaria)

[W ith 11 text-figs]

Środkowoplejstoceńskie drobne ssaki (Insectivora, Lagomorpha, Rodentia) z jaskini Morovica (Bulgaria)

A b s t r a c t .  The present paper is a study of small fossil mammals found in the m atrix  of 
m ultilayer deposits in the entrance chamber of Morovitsa Cave. The system atic p a rt of study 
contains a review of 34 small mam m al taxa. The characteristic feature of the Morovitsa local 
fauna is th a t i t  contains recent genera (except Pliomys in lower layers), b u t some of the species 
are somewhat more prim itive than  recent end-members of these phyletic lineages. The m orpho­
logical evolution in some phyletic lineages is traced and discussed. The biostratigraphic zonation 
and correlations suggest th a t Morovitsa section represents the uperm ost p a rt of Mauer and the 
lower p a rt of Swanscombe phases of Steinheimian. The faunal change is not sharp and it  is 
probably connected w ith progressive continentalisation of the clim ate during deposition of lower 
layers.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Morovitsa Cave is situated on the left slope of the Wit river valley, ca. 300 m 
above the river (about 800 m a.s.l.) near the village of Glogene, Lovec district. 

The cave was known long time ago as an archeological and palaeontological








