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Cricetinae i Murinae (Rodentia) z Jaskini Baczo Kiro, Bulgaria

A b s t r a c t .  This paper deals -with the m etrical variation of molars in Cricetulus migratorius, 
Cricetus cricetus, Mesocricetus newtoni, Apodemus sylvaticus, Apodemus flavicollis and M us 
musculus found in Bacho Kiro Cave. A comparison w ith subfossil and present-day populations 
is also carried out.

I. INTRODUCTION

The remains of Cricetinae and Murinae described in this paper come from 
Bacho Kiro Cave in Bulgaria (42°56'N , 25°25'E), which was explored by Polish 
and Bulgarian scientists in 1971—1975. After a series of preliminary reports 
(D a g n a n -G in t e r  et al. 1973, G in t e r  & S ir a k o v  1974, K o z ł o w s k i & S ir a k o v

1975, K o z ł o w s k i 1975) the final results of the investigation were published in 
the multi-author work “Excavation in the Bacho Kiro Cave, Final Report, 
1982”. That work contains a complex survey of stratigraphical, sedimentologi- 
cal, palaeozoological and anthropological data and final conclusions drawn from 
them. For this reason the present paper is confined only to a fairly detailed 
description of the materials of Cricetinae and Murinae, the subject only touched 
on in general in the “Final Beport”.

II. METHOD

The lengths of tooth-rows (LM1-3, LMl~3) and the lengths (L) and widths 
(W) of particular molars were measured to an accuracy of 0.01 mm, using a me­
asuring microscope with a cross platform.

The anterior width of Cricetinae teeth (Wf) was measured a t the protocone- 
-paracone height on upper molars and the protoconid-metaconid height on the 
lower ones and the posterior width (Wb) a t the hypocone-metacone and the 
hypoconid-entoconid height, respectively.










