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Rekonstrukcja klimatu i środowiska holocenu na podstawie fauny ślimaków i kręgowców z Jaskini nad 
Mosurem Starym Dużej (Grodzisko koło Krakowa)

A b s t r a c t .  Excavations in Nad Mosurem Starym  Duża Cave were undertaken during the 
years 1967— 1969. The sequence of deposits comprises layer 5 of Pleni-V istulian age and layers 
4— 1 accum ulated over a period from the close of the A tlantic phase of the Holocene to  recent 
times. A rich and diverse subfossil fauna consists of 31 species of terrestrial snails, fish remains,
2 amphibians, 4 species of reptiles, 51 tax a  of birds and 50 mammal taxa. Studies of faunal 
succession show th a t layer 5 was deposited in cold, m oderately hum id clim ate and steppe- 
•tundra environm ent. The composition of faunal assemblages of the Sub-Boreal phase (layers 4,
3 and 2) suggests the wide expansion of coniferous and mixed forests in the clim ate becoming 
dryer. I t  is suggested th a t some Pleistocene relics, e. g. Lagopus, Dicrostonyx, and Microtus 
gregalis, survived in the Cracow region un til the beginning of the L ate Holocene. F auna of layer 
1 is relatively poor, containing mainly open country species, w hat is probably due to  defores­
ta tion  and thus connected w ith the hum an activity .

I. INTRODUCTION

Several caves and rock shelters situated in the Prądnik River Valley and 
in its vicinity (Ojców region, southern part of the Cracow-Wieluń Upland), 
were tested for human occupation during archeological excavations already 
started in the end of the 19th century (e. g. Ch m ie l e w s k i  1961, 1975; K o ­
z ł o w s k i 1922; R ö m e r  1883; Z a w is z a  1874). The majority of faunal assemblages 
obtained during these studies have yielded information on the Late Pleistocene 
temporal-spatial distribution of snail and vertebrate faunas (e. g. B o c h e ń s k i  
1974; Ch m ie l e w s k i  et al. 1967; K o w a l s k i  et al. 1965; M a d e y s k a  1981; N a­
d a c h o w s k i  1982; S t w o r z e w ic z  1973). The Holocene malacofauna of the region 
was comprehensively studied from the calcareous sediments (A l e x a n d r o w ic z  
1983; A l e x a n d r o w ic z , S t w o r z e w ic z  1983). The paucity of palaeontological










