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Abstract. The presence of 115 species and 2 taxa described as to their genus were observed
between 7 April and 4 May, 1987. The material is characteristic for a transitional, unstabilized
avifauna, with an important participation of migrant species (e. g. Limosa lapponica, Philo-
machus pugnax, Tarsiger cyanurus, Carduelis spinus, Fringilla montifringilla, and species of the
genera Mergus, Numenius, and Tringa), and especially those in mating stage and occupying
their breeding territories (e. g. Ficedula zantophygia, Cyanoptila cyanomelana, Carduelis sinica,
species of the genera Hirundo, Cettia, and BEmberiza). Information on further 30 species were
collected on the basis of stuffed birds for sale in some shops in Korea as well as from interviews.
Bird communities of typical Korean habitats were described from 16 observation sites. Also,
an ecological classification of water-marsh birds observed was made, and remarks on the status
of some rare and peculiar Far-East species were included.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Korean Peninsula lies on the south-eastern edge of the Palearctic,
where the continental fauna of China type with an important participation of
the Siberian element (STEGMANN 1938) overlaps with oceanic fauna. This region
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is clearly outlined by the numerous endemic and Far East taxa (e. g. AUSTIN
1948; Won Hong Koo 1963—1965, Kwax et al. 1980; SoNoBE 1982). The
Peninsula, surrounded by many islands, also plays an important role in bird
migrations. It constitutes the main link between the continent and the islands
of Japan. Many species of birds only appear there during seasonal migrations
(e. g. Won Pyong Oh 1987); the status of some other ones is unknown in more
detail.

The first materials on Korean birds date back to the end of the 19®® century.
Of particular importance here is the ornitological collection of Jan KALINOWSKT,
completed between 1885 and 1888, elaborated on and published by TAczANOW-
SKI (1887 and 1888). Except for the more extensive discussion of Korean bird
fauna by AusTIN (1948), only a few notes and sketches by authors of various
nationalities appeared in the first half of this century (e. g. KurRoDA, 1918;
KuropaA and Mor1, 1927; YAMASHINA, 1932; CuMmiNG, 1933; WoN Hong Koo,
1934 — cited after ToMEKX, 1985). The Korean War and its later consequences
halted the progress of field biological research in the region. Nevertheless,
descriptions of birds from the whole of the Peninsula by the eminent ornitho-
logist of the country, Won Hong Koo (among others, in 1958, 1964, — after
TomeEK 1985) soon appeared in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
of greatest importance was his 3-volume monograph of Korean birds, complete
with valuable maps of ranges, migration routes and wintering sites (Won
1963—1965). Sadly, these publications are exclusively in the lacal language,
practically unattainable to foreigners, the only exception being the Latin
names of species. Some important original ornithological works also appeared
in South Korea (e. g. GORE and WoN Pyong Oh 1971; KwAK et al. 1980). In-
tensive research of the avifauna of North Korea has been recently developed
by the Institute of Systematic and HExperimental Zoology of Polish Academy
of Sciences, Krakéw. They have already resulted in several contributions
(BocHERSKI et al. 1981; TomeEx 1984, 1985, ToMEK and DoNTCHEV 1987).
The present study has been effected in agreement and collaboration with the
mentioned Institute.

Its main aim was to collect detailed data on Korean avifauna in the pre-
-breeding period and in the early stage of its breeding stabilization, in relation
with habitats characteristic of this region. This included a description of pheno-
logy of birds during migrations and the initial breeding phase, a detailed study
of the character of occurrence of particular species, the determination of species
composition, and — if possible — an estimate of the quantitative structure of
bird communities in various habitats. An attempt at collecting data on the
situation of Far-East endemites was made, especially concerning rare and
disappearing species.

Preparations for the expedition and en effective realization of undertaken
research were greatly enhanced by the well-developing scientific collaboration
between Poland and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. We would
like to thank the Directors of the Zoological Institute of the Korean Academy of
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Sciences, Pyongyang, especially the Deputy Director of the Institute, Mr PAK
U II, for his great hospitality, his valuable advice, and his help in organizing
- our stay. We also thank our guides, Mrs Li Chin Kuk and CHoN Sen Ryon,
for their excellent care and their contribution to the organization of our research
and a most interesting stay in Korea. We are also greatly indebted to Dr Teresa
Tomex for her valuable suggestions concerning our expedition.

II. STUDY AREA AND METHODS

The counting of birds was conducted in the period between 7 April and 4 May
1987. It took place in several observation areas and along some roads during
drives, all situated in 5 provineces of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(see map, Fig. 1).

The observation areas were as follows (in chronological order):

1. Pyongyang (the capital and the greatest city in North Korea) — ob-
servations on 7 and 8 April, between 14 and 16 April, on 1 May and 4—5 May
1987. Data were mainly gathered in the centre of the city on the Taedong River
and its canalized right-hand tributary, the Potong River, in the Park on Moran
Hill (Moranbong), in the Botanical Garden and in the Mangyongdae area.

2. Myohyang-san — mountain range with its highest peak, Piro, 1909
m a.s.1. situated between two provinces, North Pyongan and Chayang — ob-
servations between 9 and 13 April 1987.

3. Ryongak-san (Yongak-san) — hills 16 km SW of Pyongyang, covered
with dry pine forest — observations on 14 April 1987.

4. Sokam artificial lake (known also as Kyonnyong Reservmr) and its
vicinity N of Pyongyang in the South Pyongan province — observations on
17 April 1987.

5. The region of Nampo Dam, which separates the dammed part of the
Taedong River from the Yellow Sea — observations on 18 April.

6. Wonsan — the biggest city in the Kangwon province at the Sea of Japan
— observations on 19 an-d 24 April.

7. Sijung-ho (Siyungho) — a lake and the vicinity of a teahouse at the Sea
of Japan coast between the towns of Wonsan and Kosong in the Kangwon
province — observations were mainly conducted at sea, on coastal islands,
and in the vieinity of the restaurant on 19 and 24 April 1987.

8. Kumgang-san (“Diamond Mts”) steep mountains of medium height
(Mt. Kumgan 1939 m a. s. 1.) in the Taebaek Range, stretching along the N-8
direction along the Sea of Japan coast — observations between 19 and 24 April
1987.

9. The surroundings of Samil Lake (Samil-po) right at the Sea of Japan
coast, only a dozen or so kilometres from the Taebaek Range — observations on
21 and 23 April 1987.
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Tig. 1. Study areas in the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea. Asterisks indicate main
places of field observations: 1 — Pyongyang and Mangyongdae, 2 — Myohyang-san,
3 — Ryongak-san, 4 — Sokam, 5 — Nampo, 6 — Wonsan, 7 — Sijung-ho, 8 — Kumgang-san,
9 — Samil-po, 10 — Taesong-ho, 11 — Haeju, 12 — Chaeryong, 13 — Changsu, 14 — Sar-
iwon, 15 — Sohung-ho. Dotted lines indicates routes along which the observations were made

10. Taesong-ho — storage reservoir surrounded by open and wooded hills
in the South Pyongan province SW of Pyongyang — observations on 26 April
1987.

11. Haeju — the biggest city in the South Hwanghae province at a bay of




