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The breeding bird communities of the Kamienica watershed in Gorce National Park 
(The Carpatians, Southern Poland)

[with 5 text-figs.]

Lęgowe zespoły ptaków zlewni Kamienicy w Gorczańskim Parku Narodowym *

A b s t r a c t .  The breeding communities of birds in  the forests of the Kamienica watershed 
consist of 22—43 species w ith a to ta l density of 31— 75 pairs per 10 ha. Most abundant in th is 
respect are the beechwoods, least rich in species are coniferous forests w ith the spruce on 
northern slopes. A very high species diversity (H  =  4.6 and 4.2) is observed in the avifaunas 
of the sem i-natural alder-spruce fen and of the natural beechwood. The avifauna of the fen is 
ecotonal and transitional between a m ountain and a lowland fauna. The evaluation of bird 
com m unity structure has been based on the detailed mapping method. The point-count 
methods tested against it lowers the num ber of species increasing, a t the same tim e, the b ird  
density  by a t least 29%.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Gorce constitute a fairly typical range of the Western Beskids, although 
some details are very individual (M e d w e c k a -K or n a ś  1955, M ic h a l ik  et al. 
unpubl.). Although this range has been the subject of numerous extensive 
naturalist studies (see e.g. B a n d o ł a -C io ł c z y k  ed. 1984), ornithological research

* Pracę wykonano W ram ach CPBP — 04. 09, w części także w oparciu o środki finansowe 
Gorczańskiego P arku  Narodowego.
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