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Experimental investigations on the behavioural differences between urban and forest 
Blackbirds

Badania eksperymentalne nad zróżnicowaniem zachowań kosów populacji miejskiej i leśnej

A b s t r a c t .  A scries of etbological experim ents have been carried out on forest and urban 
Blackbirds reared in identical laboratory conditions. During the firs t year of the ir life m igra­
tory  restlessness was studied on the  forest and urban population. The tests: open-field, tonic 
im m obility, handling and predator presentation have been conducted. U rban Blackbirds 
d id  not differ from the forest ones in  exhibited m igratory restlessness. The results of the 
remaining experim ents show th a t urban Blackbirds adapt more rapidly to  experim ental s itu a­
tions. The birds of both populations congenitively recognize the function of mobbing calls, 
but these constitute for them  a signal to  different behaviour. U rban Blackbirds respond w ith 
mobbing while forest ones exhibit the tendency to hide. This difference is connected w ith the 
existence of different selective pressures in the two environm ents.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Urbanized populations of the Blackbird were recorded for the first time from 
Western Europe more than a hundred years ago ( H e y d e r  1956, S t e p h a n  
1985), A spreading of urbanized populations is presently observed ( L u n i a k ,  
M u l s o w  1988). A number of ethological differences were observed between 
the urban and the forest populations. Most controversial is the problem of








