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Understorey bird assemblages in various types of lowland 
tropical forest in Tambopata Reserve, SE Peru (with faunistic notes)

[with 1 text-fig.]

Zespoły ptaków dolnego piętra lasu tropikalnego Rezerwatu Tambopata w południowo-wschodnim Peru
(z uwzględnieniem danych faunistycznych)

A b s t r a c t .  Understorey b ird  assemblages were studied by means of m ist-netting in three 
forest types representing a natu ra l vegetation gradient: from the river (Upper Floodplain 
Forest) to the most elevated areas (Upland Forest type 2) th a t rise to  10 m above the  seasonally 
flooded areas. The abundance of birds and relative wing length decreased, whereas species 
diversity  and the degree of sedentariness increased along this gradient. The ant-followers were 
more common in upper forests, whereas hum m ingbirds and m anakins were more abundant in 
floodplain forest.
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I. INTRODUCTION
*

The aim of the study was to describe the bird community in terms of spe­
cies composition and abundance along an altitude and vegetation gradient. 
I  was able to find very few papers devoted to these topics (O r ia n s  1969, K a r r  
1971, L o v e jo y  1974).

I  am very grateful to Dr. Max G u n t h e r  who made this study possible, and 
also to Dr. Scott K. R o b in s o n  and Dr. Eduardo S a n t a n a  C. for their valuable 
comments on the manuscript. I thank Barry W a l k e r , Tansy J . B l is s  and 
K eith H a m b l e r  for their help in the field.








