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Dynamics of the abundance and consumption of birds of prey 
in the Niepołomice Forest
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Dynamika liczebności i konsumpcja ptaków drapieżnych Puszczy Niepołomickiej

A b s t r a c t .  Sixteen species of birds of prey from the orders Falconiformes and Strigiformes 
wore recorded from the Niepołomice Forest in 1977— 1987, twelve of them  belonging to its 
breeding avifauna. The Tawny Owl, Buzzard and Goshawk were d istinctly  num erically do­
m inant. The m ost interesting fact w as the nesting of the U ral Owl and Tengm alm ’s Owl in 
the Forest. In 1978 and 1983 breeding pairs censuses were made and the da ta  thus obtained 
were used to com pute the annual dynam ics of biomass and consumption of the whole com­
m unity of birds of prey for these two years and to  evaluate their influence on the prey popu­
lation inhabiting the wooded areas. I t  was found th a t d istinct pressure was exerted by the birds 
of prey on two rodent species, the bank vole and the field vole. No effect of their predation 
upon other small mammals and birds was proved.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The present state of the avifauna of the Niepołomice Forest — perhaps 
with the exception of birds of prey — is comparatively well known. Most of
the papers dealing with it have appeared in the last twenty years. Before this 
period only fragmentary information obtained from partial and often acci­
dental observations was published, although the Forest is situated in close 
vicinity to Kraków. That was the case towards the end of the nineteenth cen-








