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The food of suburban Tawny Owls on the background of birds 
and mammals occurring in the hunting territory

[with P lates I I—I I I  and 5 text-figs.]

Skład pokarmu puszczyka w terenie podmiejskim w porównaniu ze składem gatunkowym ptaków i ssaków
występujących na jego żerowisku

A b s t r a c t .  Tawny Owl pellets from the  suburbs of Kraków have been analysed and the  
results have been com pared w ith the relative abundance of small mammals and birds in the 
hunting territory . Seasonal variations in the diet are also discussed. I t  appeared th a t birds were 
of greater nu tritional im portance than  m ammals in th a t hab ita t. I t  is the m ost abundant species 
of birds and small mammals th a t were most frequently hunted by the owls.
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I. INTRODUCTION

There are many papers on the Tawny Owl’s diet but only a few of them 
discuss seasonal and yearly differences in its food. The most im portant studies 
were carried out in England (S o u t h e r n  1954, 1970, S o u t h e r n , L o w e  1982) 
and in Germany (W e n d l a n d  1972, 1980, 1981). Tawny Owl’s diet depends 
on the habitat and the distance from big cities (S p a r k s , S o p e r  1972; Cr a m p  
1985). Seasonal and yearly variations of the diet were studied in various habi­
ta ts (So u t h e r n  1954; D e l m e e  et al. 1979; W e n d l a n d  .1972, 1980, 1981). 
Although there are some papers on the diet of the Tawny Owl nesting in big 
cities (H a r r is o n  1960; B o g u c k i  1967), it seems tha t the suburban habitat 
has not been satisfactorily investigated. Moreover, only a few papers compare








