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Szczątki ptaków kopalnych z Jaskini w Dziadowej Skale

A b s t r a c t .  Remains of 20 species of birds from Dziadowa Skała Cave, Central Poland, 
are described. Successive layers of the sediments are dated  back to the Eem ian Interglacial, 
the V istulian and the Holocene. The m ost interesting fossils among them  are those of Tetrao 
urogallus and Lyrurus tetrix from the Eem ian Interglacial because those species have not been 
known from th a t period in Poland. I t  seems th a t a t  least clumps of trees m ust have covered 
the nearby area a t the tim e of sedim entation of all layers containing b ird  fossils.

I. INTRODUCTION

Dziadowa Skała Cave is situated in the northern part of the Kraków—Wie­
luń Jurassic R idge. Its  exact location and description were published by D y l i k  
et al. (1954) and Ch m ie l e w s k i  (1958). Fossil bones of Eemian as well as of 
Vistulian and Holocene age were found during the excavations carried out in 
1952—1954. Some of them, chiefly Microtinae and big mammals, were studied 
by K o w a l s k i (1958). For some reasons, however, bird fossils were not studied.

The stratigraphy of the sediments of Dziadowa Skała Cave seems to be 
well known and little mixed. In  addition, fossils from nearby localities have 
already been studied (M a d e y s k a  1981). Taking it into account it seemed 
th a t the material from Dziadowa Skała Cave could provide interesting sup­
plementary data on fossil birds of the area.

I  am indebted to Prof. Dr W. Ch m ie l e w s k i  and Prof. Dr K . K o w a l s k i  
for their help in estimating the fossils’ age. Thanks are also due to my father, 
Prof. Dr Z. B o c h e ń s k i , for his comments on the draft of this paper.

II . M ATERIAL AND METHODS

The material from Dziadowa Skała Cave is not very abundant. I t  consists 
of 104 bird bones belonging to a t least 75 individuals representing 20 species 
(Table I). Bird remains were found in 9 laver s.










