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The fossil ostrich Struthio dmanisensis sp. n. from the Lower 
Pleistocene of eastern Georgia
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Kopalny struś Struthio dmanisensis sp.n, z dolnego plejstocenu wschodniej Gruzji

A b s t r a c t .  Struthio dmanisensis sp. n. bas been described on the basis of a fem ur from 
the Lower Pleistocene deposits of Dmanisi in eastern Georgia. The bone is larger and stouter 
than  in the present-day Ostrich. Its  stoutness suggests affinity to  S. pannonicus.

I. INTRODUCTION

The right femur of an ostrich of huge size was found among the fossil bones 
of mammals during archaeological-palaeontological excavations carried out by 
the Institutes of History and Palaeobiology a t the village of Dmanisi in eastern 
Georgia. I t  was a second find of the fossil ostrich in Georgia. The first was 
a pelvis of Struthio transcaucasicus from the Middle Akchagil of the Kwabebi 
region. Fragmentary egg-shells, presumably of the said S. transcaucasicus, 
are also frequently met with in Upper Pliocene deposits in eastern Georgia 
and western Azerbaydzhan.

So far femora of 6 fossil ostriches are known from all over the Old World: 
(1) S. karatheodoris F o r s y t h  M a jo r , 1888, Meotis, Samos Island, femur and 
pelvis, (2) S. anderssoni L o w e , 1931, Upper Pleistocene, China, femora and egg­
shells, (3) S. brachydactylus B u r c h a k -A b r a m o v ic h , 1953, Meotis, Hipparion 
fauna, Ukraine, among other bones 2 complete and 2 fragmentary right fe­
mora, (4) Struthio sp., Middle Pliocene, karst cave near Odessa, 3 right femora, 
(5) Struthio sp., Meotis, Hipparion fauna, Emetovka, Odessa Oblast, 1 right 
femur and (6) S. oldawayi L o w e , 1933, Lower Pleistocene, Olduvai Gorge, 
Tanzania.








