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Mammals from the Near East in Polish collections

Ssaki z Bliskiego Wschodu w polskich kolekcjach

A b s t r a c t .  Mammals from Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Cyprus and Iraq  stored in 
Polish collections are described. Additional records of 47 taxa  of mammals are given from th e 
Near E ast.

I. INTRODUCTION

M a m m a ls  f ro m  th e  N e a r  E a s t  a r e  s ti l l  u n s u f f ic ie n t ly  k n o w n . R e c e n t ly ,  
n e w  c o l le c tio n s  f ro m  th i s  re g io n  h a v e  b e e n  a c c u m u la te d  in  v a r io u s  E u r o p e a n  
c o u n tr ie s .  F i r s t  m a m m a ls  f ro m  th e  N e a r  E a s t  in  P o la n d  co m e  f ro m  c o lle c tio n s  
o f T . V e t u l a n i  a n d  J. S a g a n  s to r e d  in  t h e  t h i r t i e s  a n d  th e  fo r t ie s .  I n  1958, 
K . K o w a l s k i  c o l le c te d  m a m m a ls  in  L e b a n o n . R e la t iv e ly  a b u n d a n t  m a te r ia ls  
f r o m  T u rk e y ,  S y r ia  a n d  I r a q  w e re  c o l le c te d  w i th in  t h e  p e r io d  1972—1977 
d u r in g  s e v e ra l  s t u d e n t  e x p e d it io n s  a n d  a n  e x p e d i t io n  o f t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f S y ­
s te m a t ic  a n d  E x p e r im e n ta l  Z o o lo g y , P o l is h  A c a d e m y  of S c ie n c e s  h e a d e d  b y  
K .  K o w a l s k i . P r e l im in a r y  r e s u l t s  w e re  p r e s e n te d  d u r in g  I I  I n te r n a t io n a l  
T h e r io lo g ic a l  C o n g re ss  in  B rn o  ( R z e b ik - K o w a l s k a  a n d  N a d a c h o w s k i 1978, 
Śm ie ł o w s k i  1978). S o m e  d e ta i l e d  in fo rm a tio n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n ,  
ta x o n o m y  a n d  b io m e tr y  o f s e le c te d  sp e c ie s  h a v e  a lso  b e e n  p u b l is h e d  (K o ­
w a l s k i  1958, N a d a c h o w s k i  e t  a l . 1978, R z e b ik -K o w a l s k a  e t  a l . 1978, P r a ­
d e l  1981).
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