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Mammals from the Near East in Polish collections

Ssaki z Bliskiego Wschodu w polskich kolekcjach

Abstract. Mammals from Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Cyprus and Iraq stored in
Polish collections are described. Additional records of 47 taxa of mammals are given from the
Near East.

I. INTRODUCTION

Mammals from the Near Hast are still unsufficiently known. Recently,
new collections from this region have been accumulated in various European
countries. First mammals from the Near East in Poland come from collections
of T. VETULANI and J. SAGAN stored in the thirties and the forties. In 1958,
K. KowALSKI collected mammals in Lebanon. Relatively abundant materials
from Turkey, Syria and Iraq were collected within the period 1972—1977
during several student expeditions and an expedition of the Institute of Sy-
stematic and Experimental Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences headed by
K. KowALskI. Preliminary results were presented during II International
Theriological Congress in Brno (RzEBIK-KOWALSKA and NADACHOWSKI 1978,
SMIELOWSKI 1978). Some detailed informations concerning the distribution,
taxonomy and biometry of selected species have also been published (Ko-
WALSKI 1958, NADACHOWSKT et al. 1978, RZEBIK-KOWALSKA et al. 1978, PRrA-
DEL 1981).

The authors wish to express their thanks to Professor K. KowALsk1 for
his valuable comments and informations and to Professor J. PAWEOWSKI,
Dr A. NapacHowskA and Dr. E. Strworzewicz for their help during field
studies. Authors are also greatly indebted to the authorities of the Biological
Research Centre in Baghdad, and especially to dr A.-H. KApHIM for his great
help in organizing the field work in the territory of Iraq.

Thanks are also due to Professor I. M. Gromov, Dr A. L. RuprecHT and
Dr B. W. WoroszyN who have kindly verified the determinations of some
specimens from the genus Meriones, Apodemus and all species of bats, respec-
tively.
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II. MATERIAL AND METHODS

The material presented in this paper originates mainly from (1) four stu-
dent expeditions of A. Mickiewicz University of Poznar, Silesian University
of Katowice and the Academic Centre of Wroctaw organized in the years 1972—
1974, and (2) an expedition of the Institute of Systematic and Experimental
Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences, -Cracow, organized by K. KOWALSKI
in collaboration with the Biological Research Centre in Baghdad. Smaller
collections come from field work of T. VETULANI in Turkey (1934), J. SAGAN
in Iraq and Palestine (during the period 1942—1945), K. KOWALSKI in Le-
banon (1958) as well as K. KowALSKI and B. RzZEBIK-KowALskA in Cyprus
(1986).

The animals were caught with the use of snap-traps placed closely to occu-
pied burrows. Dead mammals found on roads as well as samples of owl pellets
were also included into the material. Observations of live specimens are also
included here. For some species, the following measurements (in mm) of body
and skull are reported: total length (body and tail) (ToL), tail length (TL), length
of hind foot (LF), height of ear (HE), forearm lenght (FL for bats only), con-
dylobasal length (CbL), brain-case length (BeL), length of nasals (LN), dia-
stema length (DL), maxillary tooth-row length (MxTRL) (for Crocidura taken
from I* to M?2), length of M?® (only for Crocidura), mandibular tooth-row length
(MATRL), brain-case breadth (BeB), zygomatic breadth (ZyB), interorbital
constriction (IC), rostrum breadth (RB) and braincase height between bullae
(BcH), mandibular length (ML) and mandibular height, the latter two for
Crocidura only.

Mice of the genus Apodemus were determined on the species level, among
other things, on the basis of teeth measurements (ace. to HAITLINGER and
RUPRECHT 1967).

Materials presented in this paper are stored in the following collections:
Institute of Systematic and Experimental Zoology *, Polish Academy of Scien-
ces, Cracow (ISEZ), Department of Zoology of Agriculture Academy, Poznan —
collection of J. SMIEEOWSKI (JS), Mammals Research Institute, Polish Academy
od Sciences, Biatowieza (MRI) and private collection of B. DoMiNiAK, Katowice

(BD).

III. LOCALITIES

Localities are arranged in the geographical order. The data include the
exact position of the site and some information on vegetation, environment,
etc. Species examined are listed in parantheses.

* Since January 1990: Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals.
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Turkey

. Silivri, 41°03'N/28°20'E, cultivated fields (Mus cf. abbotit).
. 5 km E from Sapanca, near Adapazari, 40°39'/30°18'E, xerothermic scrubs

(Apodemus sylvaticus).

. 6 km SE from Adapazari, 40°46'N/30°27'E, lowland with calciferous rocks

overgrown with trees, mainly oaks, crossed with meadows and fields (obser-
vation of Sciurus anomalus).

. 12 km W from Edremit, 39°37'N/26°53'E, bushes at olive grove limit,

near a beach on Aegean Sea coast (about 15 m). Many burrows were found,
after harvest, in neighbouring fields. Three live specimens were caught,
in spite of the fact that snap-traps were used (Crocidura sp., Apodemus
flavicollis, Mus cf. abbotti).

. Ala Dag (Koroglu Dagi), north from Ankara, 40°42'N/32°23'E, 1200 m

above sea level, mountain grassland with single trees (Crocidura sp.,

Microtus arvalis group).

6. Ankara, 39°57'N/32°52°E, city (Rattus rattus).

15.

16.

117

. 6 km W from Bergama, 39°05’'N /27°07'E, lowland on Aegean Sea coast

(Microspalax leucodon).

. 50 km south from Ankara, 39°49'N/32°45'E, meadow near a stream sur-

rounded by cultivated fields (Microtus guenthert).

. 90 km south from Ankara, 39°18'N/33°03'E, cultivated field (after har-

vest). Many new burrows with fresh sand at the entrances were stated
in hedgerow bushes (width about 1.5 m) overgrown with weeds (Meso-
ericetus brandiz).

. Erzurum, 39°52'N/41°25'E, (Capra aegagrus).
. Afyon Karahisar, 38°47'N/30°44'E, 1000 m above sea level, dry steppe

environment (Mus cf. abbotti).

. Antalya, 36°51'N/30°41'E, bushes on the sea coast (Hystriz indica).
. Bolkar Daglari, below Zanapa, 1300 m above sea level 37°33'N/[34°12'E,

shrubs near a mountain river (Apodewus sylvaticus).

.. Bolkar Daglari, above Zanapa, 2400 m above sea level, 37°21'N/34°19'3,

mountain grassland with rocks (Chionomys nivalis, Apodemus sylvaticus).
95 km N from Tarsus, 37°35'N/34°56'E, highland terrain, not cultivated —
arid, and covered by xerophilous plants (Spermophilus citellus).
Toprakkale, E from Adana, 36°09'N/37°06'E, ruins of a crusader castle
(owl pellets: Orocidura sp., Myotis blythi, Pipistrellus kuhli, Cricetulus
magratorius, Microtus cf. irani, Meriones cf. tristrams, Rattus rattus, Mus
cf. abbotti).

Belen, between Iskenderun and Antakiya, 36°31'N/36°09'E, specimen found
on the road (Meriones tristrams).



94

Il

19.

28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

50 km E from Kayseri, 38°50'N/35°53'E, meadow close to a streamlet

(Crocidura sp.)
50 km E from Urfa, 37°08'N/38°50’E, specimen found on the road (Lepus

CUTOPaLUS).

Syria

. 26 km N from Tartous, 35°07'N/35°53'E, harvested cultivated field on

a rocky coast of the Mediterranean (Meriones tristrami, Mus cf. abbotti).

1. Krak des Chevaliers (Kalaat el Hosn), 34°45'N/36°21'E, ruins of a cru-

sader castle (Myotis blythi, Cricetulus wmaigratorius, owl pellets: Suncus
etruscus, Crocidura sp,. Myotis myotis, Cricetulus migratorius, Microtus
guentheri, Meriones cf. tristrami, Microspalax leucodon, Rattus rattus, Mus
cf. abbotti).

. 100 km E from Damascus, 30°36'N/36°44'E, desert environment (Jaculus

Jjaculus).

Lebanon

. 5 km from Beirut, Jamhour Cave, 33°45'N/35°30'E, (Rousetlus aegyptia-

cus).

. Sannine Mts, 33°56'N/[35°4T'E, (Microtus guentheri).
. Kammouha Mts, 34°40'N/35°10'E, (Microtus guentheri).

Israel

. Tel Aviv, 32°04'N/34°46'E (Rousettus aegyptiacus).
7. Beit Jiriya, 31°43'N/39°02'E, (Hemiechinus auritus).

Cyprus

Paphos, 34°43'N/32°23'E, (owl pellets: Suncus etruscus, Crocidura cypria,
Rattus rattus, Mus cf. abbotti)

Iraq

Qali Ali Beg, 36°38'N/44°25'H, xerotermic shrubs near a mountain stream
(Crocidura sp., Myotis nattereri, Apodemus mystacinus, Mus cf. abbotti).
20 km E from Mosul (Al Mawsil), 36°16'N/43°28'E, cultivated field after
grain harvest (Meriones tristrami).

20 km N from Shaqlawa, 36°32'N/44°20'E, (Hystrix indica, Meles meles).
12 km W from Shaqlawa, 36°19'N/44°09’E, near a streamlet on stony road
leading to a village. The terrain full of folds, overgrown with individual
trees of Crataegus and dwarf oaks, and of extensive pasturing (Apodemus
Sflavicollis).



