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On the taxonomic status of Chionomys M i l l ê r ,  1908 (Rodentia: 
Mammalia) from Southern Anatolia (Turkey)
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Pozycja taksonomiczna Chionomys M il l e r , 1908 (Rodentia: Mammalia) z południowej Anatolii (Turcja>

A b s t r a c t .  Comparative studies of dental features do not confirm the presence of Chionomys 
gud in Southern Anatolia. Specimens previously included to  the  m entioned taxon belong to  
Ch. nivalis spitzenbergerae spp. nov., which is characterized by a peculiar dental pattern .

I. INTRODUCTION

Genus Chionomys Miller , 1908 comprises three species: Ch. nivalis (Mar­
tins, 1842), Ch. gud (Satunin, 1909) and Ch. roberti (Thomas, 1908) inhabi­
ting mountain regions of Europe, Asia Minor and some parts of Asia inclu­
ding Caucasus Mts., Transcaucasia and Kopet Dag in the East, and Lebanon 
and Anti-Lebanon Mts. in the South (Corbet 1978, K rapp .1982).

In  Anatolia, Ch. nivalis probably occurs at higher altitudes in most of 
mountain. In  the southern part of this territory, it was recorded in different 
parts of Taurus Mountains ( S p i t z e n b e r g e r  1971, 1972). Another species, 
Ch. gud is known from extreme NE part of Turkey, where it occurs sympa- 
trically with Ch. nivalis ( S t e i n e r  1972) while S p i t z e n b e r g e r  (1971) reported 
it from Middle Taurus Mts. in Southern Anatolia. Both mentioned populations 
do not differ in most of external features, while their dental pattern is distinctly 
different. Recently, also in Southwestern Anatolia near Antalya. Late Pleisto­
cene remains identified as Ch. gud were discovered which closely correspond 
to the Middle Taurus population ( S t o r c h  1988).

The primary aim of this study has been to describe the differences in dental 
patterns of particular populations and to revise the taxonomic position of 
Chionomys from Southern Anatolia.
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