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Abstract. The paper includes a taphonomic analysis of Sub-Atlantic bird remains from a 
cave called Bazhukovo III, Middle Ural Mountains, Russia. It is highly probably that the 
remains were deposited by a large owl, possibly the Eagle Owl Bubo bubo.
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I. IN T R O D U C TIO N

In order to understand the biases in species composition archaeozoologists and palaeontologists 
usually try to determine factors responsible for the accumulation of animal remains. For the last ten 
years there have been increasing numbers of methodological studies that focus on the way certain 
avian predators damage their victims’ bones and which indicate differences between human and 
animal “signatures”. The techniques derived from the experimental studies were then successfully 
used to determine the origin of assemblages containing remains of birds ( B r a m w e l l  et al. 1986; 
W o r t h y  & H o ld a w a y  1994, 1995, 1996) and mammals (A n d re w s  1990a; C ru z -U r ib e  & 
K le in  1998; F e r n a n d e z - J a lv o  & A n d re w s  1992).

In the present study, a taphonomic analysis of osteological remains from the sediments in Baz­
hukovo III Cave was made.
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