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Abstract. Fourteen avian finds (MNI 9) have been collected from the new site of fossil 
vertebrate fauna near the village of Muselievo (C Northern Bulgaria, 43°36’ N, 24°50’ E), 
10 km from the river Danube. They are dated Early Pliocene -  2nd half of the Middle 
Ruscinian, MN 15 (3,3-3,1 Ma). A distal humerus is identified as Accipiter sp. ex gr. gen­
tilis. Four phalanges of the posterior limbs of an adult individual are referred to Pavo bra- 
vardi (GERVAIS, 1849). A proximal humerus is determined as Lagopus aff. atavus, and a 
distal pedal phalanx is referred to Falco sp. Among the remaining finds are unidentifiable 
fragments of small to medium sized Passeres and Aves indet.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Early Pliocene avifauna of Bulgaria is still poorly known. Only three sites are known in this 
country: Dorkovo (Early Ruscinian, MN 14; Boev, 1998), Sofia-1 (Late Miocene, MN 11-13 or 
Early Pliocene, MN 14-15; Boev, 1996), Sofia-2 (Early Ruscinian, MN 14-15; Boev, 2000), where 
a total of 4 avian taxa have been reported. The Sofia-1 site is listed in the literature only by the state­
ment that some unidentified bird bones were collected (Popov et a l, 1921). Unfortunately, these 
finds were not preserved in the collections. The fourth Early Pliocene bird fauna found at Muselievo 
is described in the present paper.
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