
1 – Proximal width without crista pectoralis 13.0-17.0 mm (size
range of domestic pigeonColumba liviaf. domestica) . . . . . . . 2

1’ –Proximalwidthwithoutcristapectoralis larger than17.0mm . . . 3

1’’– Proximalwidthwithoutcristapectoralissmaller than13.0mm. . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .All other smaller taxa including
e.g.Anas crecca, Anas querquedula, small Falconiformes, Gruiformes,
many Charadriiformes, most Passeriformes

2 – (a) Proximal width including crista pectoralis (measurement A)
clearly larger than proximal height (measurement B); (b) Triangular
crista pectoralis extends dorso-cranially, its two edges meet at a
sharp angle forming a pointed apex. . . . . . . . Columbiformes

2’ – (a) Proximal width including crista pectoralis (measurement A)
approximately as large as or smaller than proximal height (measure-
ment B); (b) Crista pectoralis does not extend dorso-cranially that
much and it is usually rounded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Note: In the unlikely case of dealing with aFalco in step #2 (typi-
cally they are outside the size range of a domestic pigeon), one can
distinguish it fromColumbaby the shape of the crista pectoralis
which is clearly rounded inFalcoand sharp-pointed inColumba(i.e.
condition “b”)

3 – (a) Tuberculum intermedium forms a large swelling extending
distally from caput humeri and closing incisura capitis; (b) Crista
coracoidea forms a round arch, poorly visible tuberculum ventrale
does not project much from crista coracoidea; (c) On the shaft just be-
low proximal part (posterior view), the attachment of musculus latis-
simi dorsi is relatively wide (not a narrow line) and it is situated on
the ventral side of the shaft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Galliformes

3’ – (a) Tuberculum intermedium smaller, it does not extend distally
so much and does not close incisura capitis; (b) Crista coracoidea
usually of different shape, tuberculum ventrale well pronounced; (c)
On the shaft just below proximal part (posterior view), the attach-
ment of musculus latissimi dorsi is either missing or it is inthe form
of a narrow line on the posterior or dorsal side of the shaft. . . . . 4

HUMERUS, proximal part
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4 – (a) Attachment of musculus supraspinatus clearly visible: it al-
ways borders foramen pneumaticum and is usually convex; (b)At-
tachment of musculus latissimi dorsi (proximal portion of shaft,
posterior view) not visible (surface of shaft is smooth). . . . . . . 5

4’ – (a) Attachment of musculus supraspinatus is absent, or if present
then it is not convex and/or it does not border foramen pneumati-
cum); (b) Attachment of musculus latissimi dorsi either in the form of
a long and narrow line that is situated near the median axis ofshaft or
not visible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wildspecies

including Gaviiformes, Podicipediformes, Procellariiformes,
Phalacrocoracidae, Ciconiiformes, Falconiformes, Gruiformes,
Charadriiformes, Strigiformes, Dryocopus martius, Corvidae

Note: Character “a” is obligatory, whereas character “b” isonly addi-
tional help because it enables easy identification of thosewild taxa
which have a long narrow line

5– (a) Proximal width 18.0 – 30.5 mm (size range of wild and domes-
tic duckAnas platyrhynchos); (b) In posterior view caput humeri is
sharply undercut throughout most of its length (distal edgeof caput
humeri is perpendicular to the long axis of the bone, and it gradually
becomes the proximal edge of incisura capitis) . . . . . . . . . . 6

5’ – (a) Proximal width larger than 30.5 mm; (b) In posterior view
caput humeri is not undercut at all or only close to tuberculum inter-
medium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

6– Crista pectoralis relatively short (it extends distally beyond crista
bicipitalis not more than 8 mm). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Anseriformes
including wild and domestic duck Anas platyrhynchos

6’ – Crista pectoralis longer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . Wild Anseriformes (Tadorna, Branta bernicla)

7– (a) Proximal width 30.5 – 47.0 mm (size range of wild and domes-
tic gooseAnser anser); (b) Depth of shaft at distal end of crista bicipi-
talis 8.9 – 13.0 mm (size range of wild and domestic goose); (c)
Tuberculum dorsale very well pronounced, triangular. . . . . . .

. . . Anseriformes includingwildanddomesticgooseAnseranser

7’ – (a) Proximal width larger than 47.0 mm; (b) Depth of shaft atdis-
tal end of crista bicipitalis larger than 13.0 mm; (c) Tuberculum dor-
sale usually less clearly pronounced. . . . . . . . . . . . Cygnus
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