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Abstract: A biochronologic range of 25 genera of insectivores, 12 genera of lagomorphs, 
and 68 genera of rodents from almost 40 fossil assemblages of Late Miocene and Pliocene 
age in Southeastern Europe is reviewed. The position of faunal complexes, subcom
plexes, and reference localities within the stratigraphic scale of Central and Eastern Pa
ratethys and their correlation with the MN unit system is presented and discussed. The 
relatively high provinciality among small mammal faunas as well as insufficient evidence 
of radioisotopic and palaeomagnetic datings makes this correlation difficult in some 
points.
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I. INTRODUCTION

During the last two decades the knowledge of Neogene small mammal faunas of Southeastern 
Europe has made remarkable advances. The description of several new fossil sites and assemblages 
provide an opportunity to establish the biostratigraphic framework for Southeastern Europe and to 
correlate chronologic, systematic, and biogeographic aspects of European Neogene.

The mammal biozonation of the European continental Neogene (Mammal Neogene Zones) in
troduced by M ein  (1975) was revised during the last decade several times (d e  BRUIJN et al. 1992; 
M ein  1990,1999; S te in in g e r  et al. 1990; F e j f a r  et al. 1997a, b; S te in in g e r  1999).

In the former Soviet Union local subdivisions and zonations were established by V. I. G ro m o v  
(1948). Consequently, the Russian and Ukrainian authors defined several Neogene faunal units as 
“faunistic complexes”. They have always been straightforward biostratigraphic units comparable 
with MN-Zonation. However, in many cases subdivisions of faunal complexes do not correspond 
precisely with the Mammal Neogene Zones and their usefulness has sometimes been questioned 
(e.g. P e v z n e r  et al. 1996).
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