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Abstract. In Europe the Wielkopolska region is the most westerly localized area over 
which Ravens nest in considerable numbers on electricity pylons. In the years 1996-1998 
116, 115, and 114 pairs were observed to nest on pylons. Over the distance of 1850 km of 
the electricity lines controlled, there were 356 nests. The mean density of Ravens was 0.6 
birds per 10 km of the line, while the maximum density was 4.0 birds per 10 km of the line. 
The Ravens preferred farmland -  95.4% nests. The population observed was character
ized by a high nesting success of 78.8% in 1997 and 92.0% in 1998, and high productivity 
of young birds of 3.3 juveniles per one nest with the known number of nestlings. The 
Ravens are faithful to once-chosen pylons and even to specific sites on them. It has been 
shown that the Ravens nest on pylons in considerable numbers only over the area in which 
there is a population of Ravens living in pine forests.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The nesting  o f  R avens on electricity  pylons is a relatively  recent phenom enon in Europe. The 
first such cases w ere reported  in the early  60s from  the E uropean part o f  R ussia (K o n sta n tin o v  &  
L eb ied ie v  1989), in 1969 from  G reat B ritain (R a t c l iffe  1997), and 1970 from  G erm any 
(STEGEMANN 1971). In Poland the first R aw en ’s nest on a pylon w as spotted in 1981 in the M a
zow sze region (S. PO PIS in litt.) and in the W ielkopolska region in 1983. In 1990 in the latter region 
13 such nests w ere know n (K arto teka P taków  W ielkopolski, J. B e d n o r z , unpubl.). To check 
w hether this chioce is becom ing  m ore com m on, a study w as undertaken  in the years 1996-1998 and 
all the elec tricity  lines in the region w ere controlled. The aim  o f  the study w as to find out

-  w hat w as the scale o f  the possib le increase in the population  o f  R avens nesting  on electricity  
pylons,

-  w hat w as the d istribu tion  o f  the nests a long the lines,

-  w hat w as the relation  betw een the construction  and voltage o f  the line and the choice o f  par
ticu lar pylons,
















