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Abstract. In the period of recolonisation of the Wielkopolska region by the Raven, flocks 
of juvenile birds started appearing a few years later with respect to the increase in the size 
of the breeding population. Most often the flocks were observed at the turn of the winter 
and spring or in the summer and autumn. The most often seen flocks ranged from 21-40 
individuals. The flocks o f non-breeding birds were foraging mostly in arable fields and at 
waste dumping sites of slaughterhouses. Only in these rich of food sites, flocks of over 
100 individuals were observed.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Since the beginning of the Wielkoposka region recolonisation by the Raven, in the 1950’s, 
(B ed n o r z  1991), the observations of flocks of young birds unable to reproduce have been ex
pected. The young leave their family groups in the first summer of their life (S c h e v e n  1955, H au ri 
1958, G o e t h e  1961, So m m e r  1991) and join their peers as well as one- and two-year old birds 
forming greater flocks moving to places abundant in food (P rill  1983). As has been proven by the 
study of ringed birds, they do not fly far and only exceptionally cover distances over 100 km 
(GLUTZ & Ba u er  1993). Therefore, at least part of the young hatched in Wielkopolska should stay 
in the region. In this paper I am concerned with providing answers to the following questions:

-  What is the relationship between the rate of formation of non-breeding birds and the increase 
in the size of the local breeding population?

-  Do the number and size of the flock change in one year?

-  Is there any optimum size of non-breeding birds flock?

-  Which habitats do they prefer as foraging places?












