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Abstract. A new genus and species of small booid snake, Conantophis alachuaensis is re
ported from the Early Oligocene (Whitneyan) I-75 Local Fauna (Florida Natural History 
Museum Locality AL01 8) near Gainesville, Alachua County, Florida, USA. This unique 
snake, represented by cervical and trunk vertebrae, is distinguished by its exceedingly 
dorsoventrally flattened vertebrae, especially those occurring in the posterior part of the 
trunk region, and by its massive, distinctively-shaped vertebral hemal keels. We are un
able to identify this new genus to the subfamilial level with certainty, although we suggest 
there is some possibility that it may be related to the dwarf boa family Tropidophiidae.
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I. INTRODUCTION

This is the second of a series of three papers on the Early Oligocene snakes of the I-75 Site, near 
Gainesville in northern Peninsular Florida, USA. The first paper (HOLMAN, 2000) detailed two gen
era of small colubrid snakes, one a new genus and the other a new species of a previously known ex
tinct genus. These two taxa represent the second oldest colubrid snakes known from the New 
World. The present paper deals with a unique new genus of small booid snake, not identified as to 
family, but with possible tropidophiid (dwarf boa) affinities. We plan a third and final paper to de
scribe the remaining booid taxa of the site.

The l-75 Site, discussed more thoroughly by HOLMAN (2000), has yielded a surprisingly diverse 
assemblage of Early Oligocene (Whitneyan) vertebrates. The locality (see H o lm a n , 2000, fig. 1) 
was found during the construction of Interstate Highway I-75 near Gainesville, Alachua County, 
Florida. This site was undoubtedly a remnant of a fissure fill in the eroded limestone of the Crystal 
River Formation (Ocala Group).

The deposit was very small considering the abundant fossil vertebrates that it produced (PAT
TON, 1969). This local fauna not only yielded an abundant mammalian fauna, but fishes, amphibi
ans, reptiles, and birds were also collected there (see HOLMAN, 2000). Bones were first recognized 
from the site by M. KONTROVITZ of the University of Florida in 1965 and a preliminary reported was 
made on the fauna by Т. P a t t o n  (1969).
















