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Abstract. The breeding biology of the subspecies of Tree Sparrow living in South Korea, 
Passer montanus saturatus, was compared with that of the subspecies montanus inhabit­
ing Poland. O f the two, P. m. saturatus was the more closely associated with human settle­
ment in the breeding season. In the monsoon period and during heatwaves, P. m. saturatus 
sought shelter and food within farm buildings in a way that montanus individuals do not. 
P. m. saturatus also made greater use of plant food (rice and barley) in the rearing of nes­
tlings. After fledging, the young of both subspecies spend a similar amount of time near 
their place of birth (40 days in the case of first broods and 25 in the case of second). Subse­
quently, individuals of subspecies montanus join flocks within a radius of c. 5 km, while 
saturatus individuals were not to be found within such a distance after this period of time.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The subspecies o f  the Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus (LlNNAEUS, 1758) have been researched 
to d iffering  extents w here b reeding bio logy is concerned. T he nom inate montanus (LlNNAEUS, 
1758), inhabiting  Europe and northern  A sia, is w ell-studied , even in its various regions o f  occur­
rence, w ith no few er than three sum m ary w orks having been w ritten (PlNOWSKl & KENDEIGH 1977, 
N o sk o v  1981, Su m m e r s-S m ith  1995). A series o f  studies has also addressed the reproductive b i­
ology o f  P. m. dilutus R ic h m o n d , 1896, from  central A sia and the greater part o f  C hina (Fo r m o zo v

1944, A k h m ed o v  1957, C hia  et al. 1963, H sia  et al. 1965, K a s h k a r o v  & P u z a n k o v a  1974, 
N o sk o v  1981, R uan  & Z h eng  1991 and others). In contrast, the subspecies transcaucasicus, 
B u t u r l in , 1906, tibetanus Ba k e r , 1925, and malaccensis D u b o is , 1885, are poorly-know n, not 
least from  this point o f  view  (W a r d  & POH 1968, N o sk o v  1981, W o n g  1983), w hile subspecies 
saturatus STEJNEGER, 1886 -  o f  the K urile Islands, Sakhalin , Japan, South K orea and T aiw an 
(S u m m e r s-S m ith  1988) -  has hitherto  attracted only one broad  study (A be 1969), based on H ok­
kaido in the northern  part o f  the range. R esearch on saturatus individuals from  South K orea has so 
far been confined to the d ietary  com ponents o f  nestlings (K im & K im 1980).
























