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Abstract. The paper presents a detailed description of a skull and mandible of Caspiodon­
tornis kobystanicus, which is a middle-sized member of the bony-toothed birds, differing 
distinctly from those so far described. It had an alongated pelecaniform bill, flattened 
dorso-ventrally.The upper bony-teeth were comparatively small, those in the lower jaw be­
ing larger. Holorhinal nares narrow, pterygoid comparatively short, wide, pelecaniform.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The first bony-toothed bird, Odontopteryx toliapica O w en , 1873, was reported from the Early 
Eocene of England. Next a number of other species were described (S p u lsk i 1910, HOWARD 1957, 
H o p so n  1964, etc.). B r o d k o r b  (1963), just as O ls o n  (1985) later, treated the bony-toothed birds 
as a suborder in the order Pelecaniformes. In addition to the descriptions of some new species the 
monograph by HARRISON & W a l k e r  ( 1976) presents a revision of this group of birds raised to the 
rank of a separate order, Odontopterygiformes, which, besides, had already been proposed by 
H o w a r d  (1957) before. HARRISON & W a l k e r  (1976) have devided the order Odontopterygi- 
fonnes into four families: Odontopterygidae, Pseudodontopterygidae, Dasomithidae and Pelargonithidae.

The present paper provides a detailed description of a skull and mandible of Caspiodontornis 
kobystanicus ASLANOVA et BURCHAK-ABRAMOVICH, 1982. However, it does not give the final 
word as to the systematic position of this bird, although originally we ( A s l a n o v a  et 
B u r c h a k - A b r a m o v ic h  1982) had numbered it among the Pseudodontornithidae. We leave this 
problem open to those who will be able to compare the skull of Caspiodontornis directly with the re­
mains of other bony-toothed birds to.

In 1977 the finding of Caspiodontornis was the first record of bony-toothed birds in Asia. At 
present some fragmentary mandibular remains of Odontoptery x  tschulensis and Odontopteryx sp. 
are known from Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (A v e r ia n o v  et al. 1991).

II. LOCALITY AND ITS GEOLOGY

The Perekishkyul locality, where the skull under description was found in 1977, is situated in the 
Apsheron Peninsula (the west coast of the Caspian Sea). The remains of the fossil swan Guguschia 
nailiae A s la n o v a  et B u r c h a k - A b r a m o v ic h ,  1968, come from the same locality.
























