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Abstract. Additional record of Mesocricetus auratus found in pellets of Tyto alba is given 
from Ebla ruins (northern Syria). The cranial and dental measurements are given, skull 
structure and cheekteeth are illustrated.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The genus Mesocricetus is represented by four species: M. brandti in Asia Minor, Caucasus, 
northwestern Iran, Syria and Palestine; M. auratus, apparently restricted to the vicinity of Aleppo in 
northwestern Syria and recently discovered in the southern Asia Minor (DOGRAMACI et al. 1994), 
M. raddei to the north of the Caucasus between the Black and Caspian seas; M. newtoni in eastern 
parts of Romania and Bulgaria. NOWAK (1991) mentioned that M. auratus has the smallest natural 
range. This genus is represented in Arabia by only one species; the Golden Hamster, M. auratus, 
known only from few localities in the northwestern part of the Arabian Peninsula (HARRISON and 
B a te s  1991). In Syria it has been collected from Aleppo (type locality), Blirimun and Azaze 
(A h a ro n i  1932). This species is the best-known species of the genus, because it has become com
mon in the captivity throughout the world (NOWAK 1991); while it is still one of the least known 
mammals of Arabia in the wild state (H ARRISON and BATES 1991).

This paper is the additional contribution to the knowledge of the mammalian fauna in Syria and 
to the knowledge of M. auratus in the wild state near its type locality.

A c k n o w l e g m e n t s .  Thanks are due to Dr T. TOMEK for identifying Tyto alba 
skull collected in the nesting site.

II. MATERIAL AND METHODS

Ebla is situated in Tal Mardiekh, 70 km to the south of Aleppo and 26 km to the south east of Id- 
lib (northern Syria). The study material were complete owl pellets found under the nesting site of 
the Barn Owl Tyto alba, at Ebla ruins. The nest of owls did not occure before 1964, the date when an
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