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Abstract. Additional records of Apodemus mystacinus are given from southern Syria (Al 
Hermon and Al Arab Mountains). The biometrical measurements, skull structure, and 
cheekteeth percentage index are given.

Key words: Apodemus mystacinus, Muridae, Rodentia, Hermon, Syria.

Adwan H. Shebab , Ahmad DAOUD, Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agricul­
ture, Damascus University, Syria; Kazimierz KOWALSKI, Institute of Systematics and 
Evolution of Animals, Polish Academy of Sciences, Sławkowska 17, Cracow, Poland, e- 
mail: kowalski@isez.pan.krakow.pl

I. INTRODUCTION

The genus Apodemus is represented  in the E ast M editerranean region by tw o species; the 
B road-toothed m ouse A. mystacinus and the Y ellow -necked m ouse A. flavicollis. The B road­
toothed m ouse A. mystacinus is know n from  Syria and the neighbouring  countries; Palestine, Jo r­
dan, L ebanon, Iraq and Turkey (Н а т т  1959; L ew is et al. 1967; A ta lla h  1968; F ilippu c c i et al. 
1989; N a d a c h o w sk i et al. 1990; H a r r iso n  and B a tes 1991 ). The occurence o f  the B road-toothed 
m ouse, A. mystacinus is w ell know n from  a num ber o f  localities in w estern  Syria (H a r r iso n  1972). 
L ew is et al. (1967) recorded it from  K assab in the costal region. V on L eh m a n  (1965) found it at 
K astel M aaf and S lenfe (the forested m ountains o f  the costal region). A h a r o n i (1932) described 
Apodemus flavicollis pohlie from  K afrun, from  N assarieh  M ts. and from  El K ariatein  (central 
Syria); BODENHEIMER (1958) considered A haroni’s specim ens from  K afrun to be A. mystacinus. 
A llen  (1915) recorded  it from  the base o f  Mt. H erm on (L ebanon side). T he studies stopped at the 
southern  part o f  Syria, especially  after 1948 w hen it w as declared  the security  area. T his paper is the 
first from  in tended contribu tions to the know ledge o f  the m am m alian  fauna o f  the m entioned  area.

II. MATERIAL AND METHODS

Six specimens of Apodemus mystacinus: 5 adults (4 ? ? & 1 o” ), and 1 с? subadult, were col­
lected from two localities in southern Syria:

-  Al Karnah -  near the summit of Al Hermon Mountain, 2700 m above sea level.

-  Ain Arab (Agricultural Research Station) 20 km East of As’sweida city, 1500 m a. s. 1.
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