
Acta zool, cracov. 42(3): 393-396, Kraków, 17 Dec., 1999

Diversity of small mammals in owl pellet assemblages of 
Karonga district, northern Malawi

Christiane DENYS, W ilbert CHITAUKALI, John K azeba MFUNE, M ichael 
COMBREXELLE, Franck CACCIANI

Received: 24 Nov., 1998 
Accepted for publication: 5 July, 1999

DENYS Ch.,  CHITAUKALI W., M f u n e  J. K., COMBREXELLE M., CACCIANI F. 1999. Di
versity of small mammals in owl pellet assemblages of Karonga district, northern Ma
lawi. Acta zool, cracov. 42: 393-396.

Abstract. A small mammal taxonomical inventory has been realized in north Malawi in 
August 1996. Trapping sessions in three localities close to Karonga associated with col
lection of various predators assemblages yield new reports of Steatomys, Beamys and 
Thattomys presence for that region. The importance of predators as uncommon small 
mammals collectors is confirmed.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Malawi is one of the many African countries which contain species of rodents of systematic in
terest. Malawi is of particular interest because it is situated geographically between the northern sa
vanna region and the Zambezian Region, and because it has a very high diversity of rodents 
(56 species) ( A n s e l l  and D o w s e t t  1988) for its small surface area. Karonga (09°56’ S, 33°56’ E) 
is situated in the northern part o f Malawi, on the western edge of the Western Rift Valley and close 
to Lake Malawi. It is surrounded by a mosaic of miombo woodland and farmland. Rivers which 
arise on the plateau country to the west of Karonga are associated with dense vegetation, and with 
swamps where they flow into the lake. The species richness of small mammals in a locality can be 
assessed by a variety of trapping techniques, and by examination of the remains of small mammals 
eaten by predators. Nocturnal and diurnal birds of prey (such as owls and eagles) and mammalian 
carnivores (such as canids and felids) may eat many small mammals, and can concentrate the re
mains of their prey in their pellets and scats. The taxonomic and biogeographic information pro
vided by these sources of identifiable skeletal remains can be very important because these 
predators may frequently catch some mammals which are rarely captured by classical trapping 
methods (H APPOLD and H a p p o ld  1986; B r u d e r e r  1996; D i e t e r l e n  and Rupp 1978; D e n y s  et al. 
1985, 1995).








