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Abstract. Remains of the large-sized deer Megaceroides obscurus have been recognised 
in mammal assemblages from early Pleistocene sediments of Moldova. The species M. 
obscurus is fairly well represented in the early Pleistocene localities of Western Europe 
(e.g. Italy and England) referred to the Late Villafranchian (Farneta faunal unit). It is a di
rect ancestor of the well-known and widespread species M. verticornis which is character
istic of the Galerian faunal assemblages of the late early and middle Pleistocene. The 
remains from Moldova add to the knowledge of the early phase of dispersal of the genus 
Megaceroides in the European regions.
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I. INTRODUCTION

This paper is the first report on the occurrence of the large-sized deer Megaceroides obscurus 
(A z z a r o l i, 1953) from the early Pleistocene sediments of localities in the Moldovan Republic. M. 
obscurus is so far the oldest and most primitive species of the genus Megaceroides; its occurrence 
characterises European assemblages of the upper part of the Late Villafranchian (according to the 
biochronological scheme used in the West of Europe -  A zza r o li 1977; T o r r e  et al. 1992; M asin i 
et al. 1995) and of the Odessan complex (according to the scheme used in the East of Europe, NIKI
FOROVA et al. 1982, MARKOVA 1990).

The large-sized cervids of the tribe Megalocerini V ir e t , 1961, constituted an important element 
in the European faunas starting from the early Pleistocene. These deer, first united in the genus 
Megaceros O w e n , 1844, later emended into Megaloceros BROOKES, 1828 (LISTER 1987), actually 
belong to distinct phylogenetic lineages. On the basis of morphological characters of skull and ant
lers AZZAROLI (1952) recognised the existence of two groups, whose formal status he did not give: 
the Megaceros verticornis (D a w k in s , 1872) group characterised by a convex or flat forehead, and 
antlers with the basal tine rounded in cross-section and the second tine set in a dorsal position, and 
the Megaceros giganteus (B l u m e n b a c h , 1803)group with concave foreheads and a markedly flat
tened first tine. Subsequently, A m br o setti (1967) referred the groups recognised by AZZAROLI 
(1952) to Megaceros (Megaceroides) and M. (Megaceros), respectively. The systematic definition
































