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Historical biogeography of the lynx in Poland
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Abstract. The earliest certain finds of the lynx Lynx lynx (LINNÉ, 1758) in Poland are those 
of the mid-Holocene (Neolithic) age. Until the Middle Ages the species was apparently 
widely distributed throughout the territory. Before the turn of the eighteenth century it 
was extinct west of the river Vistula. Its range was further diminishing from the west dur­
ing the first three quarters of the nineteenth century, so that the northeastern and Carpa­
thian populations finally became isolated from each other by the half o f  that century. 
Within the first four decades of the twentieth century the species reached its minimal dis­
tribution in Poland, being virtually restricted to the Białowieża Primeval Forest and some 
parts of the Carpathian Forest. During the period from the 1940s to the early 1980s the 
lynx was generally expanding in Poland, both in range and likely in numbers, so that it 
was represented by the established populations in most of larger forest complexes in the 
northeast and in the Carpathians at the end o f  that interval. Since that time both the north­
eastern and Carpathian populations have been declining in distribution and numbers, van­
ishing from several forest complexes in the west of their former range.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The lynx Lynx lynx (Linné, 1758), which had formerly had a wide distribution throughout the 
territory of Poland, has suffered a considerable decline in range and numbers during the second half 
of the present millenium, apparently owing to deforestation and human persecution. Although nu­
merous papers have been published regarding the lynx biogeography in Poland, its historical con­
text has until quite recently remained largely ignored.

B ieniek & Wolsan (1987, 1992), Wolsan & Bieniek (1987), and B ieniek et al. (1992) 
briefly summarized the changes in lynx distribution over the territory of Poland during the Quater­
nary. In the meantime, attempts have been made to complete and update the available data on occur­
rences of this large predator in Poland, resulting in the present paper.
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