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Abstract. In this paper the remains of Macroneomys (Soricidae, Mammalia) from the de­
posit of Visogliano Shelter (Karst of Trieste, Northern Italy), an important human occupa­
tion site of the Middle Pleistocene, are described. This genus is reported from the late 
Early and early Middle Pleistocene from Central Europe, from France and further for the 
first time from Italy. This new evidence suggests that some fossil shrews, previously at­
tributed to Nesiolites, from Northern Italian localities may actually have belonged to the 
same genus.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In the last twenty-two years, the archeological group of the University of Pisa, directed by Prof. 
Carlo Tozzi, made some excavations in the Visogliano locality (Karst of Trieste, Northern Italy). 
An abundant Clactonian lithic industry (group Charentian, TOZZI 1995), remains of Homo erectus 
and a rich vertebrate fauna have been reported from this early Palaeolithic site. Some studies on the 
mammals of this site have been performed in the last years (BARTOLOMEI et al., 1976; BARTOLOMEI 
& T ozz i 1977, 1978; B a r to l o m e i  1980, 1982; M asin i 1991) and other studies are in progress.

In this locality two different kinds of deposits outcrop on the sides of a small sink hole, which is 
the residual of a more ancient karst system (CATTANI et al. 1991). The first layer of deposit, called 
“Shelter A”, consists of 8 m of clays, loess, gélification of sediments and big detached limestone 
blocks; the second external layer of deposit includes a breccia with big blocks in a silt-cemented 
matrix and it is called “external Breccia”.

A rich mammals assemblage is reported from Shelter A: Vulpes sp., Ursus deningeri, Cervus 
elaphus cf. acoronatus, Dama cf. D. clactoniana, Capreolus capreolus, Megaceroides sp., Bison 
sp., Ovis cf. ammon, Stephanorhinus hundsheimensis (= Dicerorhinus cf. etruscus/hemitoechus, 
CATTANI et al. 1991), Equus caballus, Dinaromys cf. D. bogdanovi, Microtus (Stenocranius) gre-
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