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Abstract. The present paper deals with some bovid remains from the latest Pliocene local
ity of Gerakarou (Mygdonia basin, Greece). The material belongs to the new species of a 
small, spiral -  horned antelope Parastrepsiceros koufosi n.sp. A short description and 
comparison of the material as well as discussion of the generic position and phylogenetic 
relationships of the Greek form are also given.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In 1978, after the great earthquake in the Thessaloniki region, a geological team discovered 
some fossil remains in the Dervouna ravine (Mygdonia basin) (ZAMANIS et al. 1980). A geologist 
R. DlMlTRAKOPOULOS showed the fossiliferous site to Prof. G. KOUFOS of Thessaloniki University, 
who undertook excavations in the area. The first data were published by KOUFOS & MELENTIS in 
1983 and the locality was named “Gerakarou” (GER). Continuous paleontological investigations 
brought to light an important collection of fossil mammals. Part of the material as well as the stra
tigraphy of the basin, were studied by KOUFOS (1986a; 1986b; 1987; 1992), KOUFOS et al. (1989;
1995), and KOLIADIMOU (1996). The Artiodactyls of Gerakarou make a part of the subject of the 
author’s PhD Thesis (KOSTOPOULOS 1996). The locality is considered to be of latest Pliocene age 
(end of Senèze Faunal Unit); most of the typical “Villafranchian” faunal elements are present, while 
more recent and/or evolved forms also appear (KOSTOPOULOS 1996; KOSTOPOULOS & KOUFOS in press).

Amidst the bovid materials from Gerakarou are some spiral horn-cores and few dental and post- 
cranial remains, corresponding to those of a small- sized “antelope”. The description of this material 
as well as its comparison with the known spiralled antelopes of Eurasia, together with an extensive 
discussion of their generic determination will be given in this paper.
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