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Abstract. The Middle Pleistocene locality of Voigtstedt is the sixth with a record of Mac
roneomys. Two mandibles from there, although fragmentary, increase the understanding 
of the variability of this taxon. Morphological and metrical comparisons with the previous 
finds are followed by discussions on palaeoecology, stratigraphical range and the origin
of Macroneomys.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In 1966 FEJFAR described a new soricid species from the karst sediments of the cave С 718 near 
the village Konëprusy in Bohemia. This locality is well known for yielding abundant small mammal 
faunas from 15 superposed horizons representing various climatic oscillations during the early Mid
dle Pleistocene, in particular successive changes from cold to temperate and back again to cold con
ditions (FEJFAR 1961, 1966). The new species was a neomyin shrew which differed so markedly 
from the hitherto known species of Neomys that the creation of a new genus was necessary. The cru
cial features of this new form, named Macroneomys brachygnathus, are massive teeth and a high 
mandible (F e jf a r  1966)

Although this shrew belongs to a distinctly robust species, and although since that time hundreds 
of new Pleistocene small mammal faunas with soricids have been excavated in Europe, only a sin
gle incisor from Kövesvarad in Hungary (JÄNOSSY 1963), a nearly complete mandible from La 
Fage in France (JAMMOT 1975) and a fragment of mandible from Kozi Grzbiet in Poland (RZEBIK- 
KOWALSKA 1991) belonging to Macroneomys have been found. JAMMOT (in CLOT et al. 1976) also
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