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The birds of the Late Quaternary of the Altai Mts
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Abstract. 21 bird species were identified in the material excavated from Upper Palaeo
lithic and Neolithic deposits in 3 karstic caves in the Altai Mts: Strashnaya Cave, Logovo 
Gieny Cave and Mamatka Cave. Moreover, birds identitied from Usf-Kanskaya Cave 
were also included in the general review of species. All these species have recently bred in 
the area investigated or not very far from it. The bone of Falco altaicus is the most inter
esting of these finds.

Key-words: Subfossil birds, Altai Mts., Late Pleistocene, Upper Palaeolithic, Neolithic.

D.N. BURCHAK, Institute of Palaeobiology, Georgian Ac.Sc., Potochnaya 4,380004 Tbi
lisi 4, Rep. of Georgia.

I. INTRODUCTION

The birds of the Late Quaternary of Siberia are poorly known. They have been reported from 
about a dozen localities dispersed in the very large territory of Siberia -  between the Ural Mts and 
Kamchatka Peninsula. In all but several papers birds are mentioned only occasionally among the 
descriptions of other materials (among others GROMOV 1948, RAEVSK.II et al. 1964, VERESHCHAGIN 
1971, V ereshchagin & N ik o laev  1978). The exceptions are the papers concerned with bird re
mains from several localities in the surroundings of Krasnoyarsk (TUGARINOV 1932), the birds of 
the Neolithic locality Kullaty near Yakutsk (GUREEV 1950), Dyuktai Cave on the Aldan river 
(M ochanov 1970), Kokorevo II (A bramova et al. 1975) and Tashtyk I (A bram ova et al. 1991) 
on the Yenisey and Krasniy Yar on the Angara (TSEITLIN 1979).

The first records of animal and human bones in the Altai Mts come from the times of P a lla s  
who travelled in Siberia and visited some caves on the Charysh River in the Altai Mts in the 18th 
century. The caves on the Charysh and Khanshara rivers were later visited by G e b le r  in 1831 and 
the bones collected by him were deposited at the Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg. Some of 
those bones were then listed by FISCHER (1834). He mentioned indetermined birds only in addition 
to more than a dozen mammalian genera. In 1834 HELMERZEN collected bones in the Altai caves in 
more or less the same places, and these bones were also handed over the above institution in St. Pe
tersburg. The collection contained many bones of rodents and birds. Mammalian remains were de
scribed by B ra n d t (1870). The fate of bird remains is unknown. They have never been described 
and most probably are still stored at the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences in 
St. Petersburg. During the last few decades some bird remains have been found in three Altai caves 
(D erev y a n k o  et al. 1990). The remains from two of them (i.e. Denisovaya C. and Kaminnaya C.)
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