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Abstract. Under conditions of heavy cloudiness and during rains the activity phase of 
Streptopelia decaocto, Passer domesticus , Turdus merula, Sturnus vulgaris, Pica pica 
and Corvus monedula underwent a shortening -  the morning departures from the roosts 
happened later and the evening arrivals earlier by about a dozen to several dozen minutes 
than on cloudless and rainless days (statistically significant differences). On days with 
morning temperatures below 0° С the Collared Doves, House Sparrows and Jackdaws left 
the roosting sites about a dozen to several dozen minutes earlier than they did on days with 
morning air temperatures above 0°C, when extended the activity phase of these birds. Un
der the conditions of persisting cloudiness and rainfall the species under study started and 
finished their daily activity at an illumination lower than that on fine days. On the other 
hand, when short-lived bright intervals and breaks in rainfall occurred at the time of morn
ing departures from the roost and during evening arrivals, the beginning and end of daily 
activity took place at a higher illumination than on cloudless and rainless days.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The objective of the presented work was to get to know the effect of weather factors (cloudiness, 
rainfall, fog, wind and air temperature) upon the beginning and end of daily activity in urban popu
lations of the Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto (F r i v a l d s k y , 1838), House Sparrow Passer do
mesticus (LlNNAEUS, 1758), Blackbird Turdus merula LlNNAEUS, 1758, Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
LlNNAEUS, 1758, Magpie Pica pica LlNNAEUS, 1758) and Jackdaw Corvus monedula LlNNAEUS , 
1758 in Słupsk. The beginning and end of daily activity determine the length of the activity phase of 
birds and belong to the constant elements in the daily rhythm of these animals all through the year 
(A s c h o f f  &  W e w e r  1962).

The daily and annual rhythms o f birds are endogenously controlled by their biological clocks, 
whereas the rhythm regulators are cyclic changes in the lengths o f day and night, which in the tem
perate zone belong among the dominant exogenous factors controlling the times o f the beginning 
and end o f daily activity in successive months and the annual life-cycles o f these animals (ASCFIOFF 
et al. 1962, W ewer 1962, ENRIGHT 1966, BERTHOLD et al. 1972, GwiNNER 1975, 1986, GwiNNER
































