
Acta zool, cracov. 41(1): 29-33, Kraków, 18 Dec., 1998

A new genus of small boid snake from the Upper Eocene 
of Hordle Cliff, Hampshire, England

J. Alan HOLM AN, David L. HARRISON

Received: 28 Jan., 1998
Accepted for publication: 1 June, 1998

Holm an  J. A., Ha rrison  D. L. 1998. A new genus of small boid snake from the Upper 
Eocene of Hordle Cliff, Hampshire, England. Acta zool, cracov., 41(1 ):29-33.

Abstract. A new genus and species of boid snake, Totlandophis thomasae gen. et sp. nov. 
is described from the Rodent Bed of the Totland Bay Member. MP 17 (Headon Hill For­
mation) of Hordle Cliff, Hampshire (Upper Eocene). England. The new genus represents 
an archaic boid taxon that probably did not survive beyond the Eocene and apparently has 
no close living relatives. Based on its small size and moderately depressed neural arch, it 
may represent the subfamily Erycinae. However, its caudal vertebrae are presently un­
known, thus the boid subfamily of the new taxon cannot be determined.
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I. INTRODUCTION

From 1991 through 1996, D. L. HARRISON and his field parties from the Harrison Zoological Mu­
seum have been sieving large quantities of sediment from a horizon at Hordle Cliff, Hampshire, 
England, referred to as the Rodent Bed (M ilner et. al. 1982). This horizon yielded the remains of a 
diminutive boid snake (Holman 1996a). Recently, another new genus of larger boid snake was dis­
covered among these Rodent Bed snake remains, and the description of this new taxon forms the 
subject of the present paper.

The Rodent Bed is within the Totland Bay Member, MP 17 (formerly Lower Headon Beds) of 
the Headon Hill Formation, Upper Eocene (INSOLE & Daley 1985). The process used for extracting 
the small fossils from the Rodent Bed is the same as that reported by Holman (1993) for herpeto­
logical fossils collected from the Upper Eocene of the Isle of Wight, England. HOLMAN (1996a) 
listed current publications on Upper Eocene amphibians and reptiles from the Upper Eocene of Brit­
ain except for reports by MILNER (1986) and HOLMAN (1996b).
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