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Abstract. The list contains fossil bird species (316) and higher taxa included in the 
Brodkorb’s Catalogue and those proposed later (at least 170). All systematic changes 
and synonymizations introduced after the publication of Brodkorb’s work are indicated.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In his "Catalogue of fossil birds" B ro d k o r b  (1963, 1964, 1967, 1971, 1978) listed 292 fossil 
bird species from Europe and its islands and assigned them to higher taxonomic categories as well 
as other 24 species included in aves incertae sedis. He omitted a few taxa, perhaps by mistake, but 
since that time at least 170 new fossil bird species have been described to say nothing about many 
higher taxa (genera, families and even orders). Moreover, many species were synonymized and 
many taxa of various levels were moved to other higher groups than those in which they had 
previously been placed (some of them even several times) as a result of systematic revisions. All 
these changes make it hard to orient oneself in the systematics of fossil birds. The author hopes 
the present compilation will make it easier.

The starting point of the present paper was the list of fossil bird taxa described from Europe 
on the basis of bone and egg-shell remains, and presented in five parts of the B r o d k o r b ’s 
"Catalogue". In the present paper successive parts of the "Catalogue" are marked [Br.l], [Br.2], 
[Br.3], [Br.4] and [Br.5]. As far as possible the general order of taxa follows that used in particular 
parts of the "Catalogue". All later data (including species described after the publication of the 
"Catalogue", results of systematic studies and synonymizations) are based on original descriptions 
or on synthetic surveys of chosen groups of birds or faunas. The lack of such citations means that 
the species is listed on the basis of a paper containing its original description, there being no other 
data known about it. A citation following the information indicates other sources of information 
than the paper containing the original description or additional data from other countries.

As a rule, fossil subspecies are not listed in the present paper. They are mentioned only when, 
after being described as subspecies, they have been raised to the rank of species. Fossil taxa only 
signalized but not described as species are also omitted.

All systematic revisions and reshuffles made before the publication of particular parts of 
B r o d k o r b ’s "Catalogue" are omitted here. All revisions and systematic changes introduced later




















































































