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Breeding ecology of the Black-crowned Night Heron in Korea
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Abstract. Breeding ecology of Nycticorax nycticorax was studied in 1993 in the heronry 
situated near the Junam reservoir in Kyungnam Prov., Korea. 67 nests were built in Pinus 
densiflora and Robinia pseudoacacia trees; mean height of trees was 7.81 m and mean 
height of the nest sites above the ground was 7.29 m. The number of nests built in a given 
tree increased with the increasing breast height diameter of its trunk. The average sizes 
of nests were as follows: outer diameter 46.5 cm, inner diameter 22.3 cm, height 17.8 
cm, depth 4.4 cm. One nest was made of 169-379 sticks. Full clutch consisted of 3-5 
eggs, laid at 2 days’ intervals. Elliptical eggs were spotless, pale bluish-green; their mean 
size was 50.8x35.0 mm and mean weight after laying 34.6 g. The incubation started with 
the first egg and lasted 22.4 days. The chicks’ food consisted of fish (72% of items), 
insects (16%) and amphibians (12%). Hatching success: 90.91%, fledgling success: 
53.33%.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax (LlNNAEUS, 1758) is one of the 15 
heron species in the Korean bird fauna. Its nominative subspecies breeds in warmer, temperate to 
tropical zones in the Palaearctic, Afrotropical and Oriental regions. The other subspecies live in 
North and South America. In Korea the Black-crowned Night Heron is a summer visitor; its 
breeding was reported from the southern part of the Kyonggi Province (WON 1981 ). More recently 
these birds have also been recorded from Shihung and Kimp’o in Kyonggi Prov., from Kimje in 
the Chollabuk Prov, and Muan in the Chollanam Prov. (Forest Research Institute 1992).

Since 1984 Black-crowned Night Herons have been observed on the Junam Reservoir in 
Tong-myon, Ch’angwon-gun, Kyungsangnam Prov, where they were found also in 1989 and 1990 
(W on & H ah m  1984; H ah m  1984; H ah m  & Kim 1993). The number of breeding birds in this 
locality increased annually, reaching 216 individuals in 1992 and 310 in 1993.


