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Old Biharian reptiles of Żabia Cave (Poland)
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Abstract. At the Żabia Cave locality (Old Biharian), altogether 8 taxa have been 
recognized, belonging to reptiles commonly widespread in the Central European area: 
Natrix natrix, Natrix cf. tessellata, Natrix sp., Elaphe longissima, Coronella austriaca, 
cf. Coronella sp., Vipera berus and Lacerta sp.. The snake vertebrae are of high 
intraspecific morphological variability, which is particularly true of the shapes of hemal 
keels of the Colubrinae (or hypapophyses of the Natricinae) and the shapes of the anterior 
border of the zygosphenal lips. The knowledge of this intraspecific variability could be 
helpful in determining the fossil material. The finding of Natrix cf. tessellata at the Żabia 
Cave locality is the northernmost European fossil discovery of this species. Correlation 
of the reptile assemblage with rodents has shown that the reptiles (and especially snakes) 
reflect negligible changes of the climate more distinctly than do small mammals.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Żabia Cave locality is situated near the village of Podlesice in the Kraków-Wieluń upland 
in central Poland. This is a vertical pit filled with a sequence of sediments containing a rich Lower 
Pleistocene vertebrate fauna.

The cave (406.3 m above sea level) has been discovered in the northern slope of Somlów hill 
(427 m above sea level), NW of the village of Podlesice (Fig. 1). Żabia Cave is was formed in 
massive Oxfordian limestones and its part explored reached the depth of 18.5 m in 1979. The cave 
has 3 shafts connected by two level passages, each of them being a cavity with lateral side-branches. 
The entrance shaft and the entrance tunnel to the upper cavity are completely filled by limestone 
debris, while the deeper parts of the cave are partially filled with speleothems and clastic sediments. 
In the Il-nd and III-rd shafts a fossil vertebrate fauna was discovered. The stratigraphical age was 
determined on the basis of mammal remains (BOSÄK et al. 1982).

The material of reptiles was preliminarily investigated by S z y n d la r  (1984). All the material 
studied is deposited at the Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences in Kraków.

As regards the dimensions of vertebrae, only the length (CL) and width (NAW) of the vertebral 
centres were measured (in mm).








































