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Abstract. P. spelaea was one of the most widely distributed but not numerous predators 
in the Late Pleistocene tundra-steppes of Yakutia. Their bone remains are found in the 
valleys of practically all the big rivers of this region: Lena, Viluy, Aldan, Olenyok, Yana, 
Indigirka and Kolyma and also on Novosibirskie islands. Recently, 3 mandibles and a 
cranium of P. spelaea were found in the territory of Yakutia. Most remains of Yakutian 
lions belong to comparatively small form.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Cave lions were widely distributed in the Northern Eurasia in the Late Pleistocene (K urten  
1968; V eresh ch ag in  1971; Hemmer, 1974; S o tn ik o v a  1989). At the beginning of the middle 
part of this period they migrated from North-Eastern Asia through the territory of Beringia to 
Alaska; thence they occupied North America and gave rise to the distinct large species Panthera 
atrox Leidy, 1853 (H a rr in g to n  1969; V eresh ch ag in  1971; K u rten  & A n d erson  1980).

The study of bone remains of Pleistocene lions from N-E Asia is important to the problem of 
affinities of the Eurasian and American lions.

P. spelaea was a widely distributed but not numerous predator in the Late Pleistocene 
tundra-steppes of Yakutia (East and North-East Siberia). Its bone remains were found in the valleys 
of practically all big rivers of this region: Lena, Viluy, Aldan, Olenyok, Yana, Indigirka and 
Kolyma and also on the Novosibirskie Ostrova (New Siberian Is. — Fig. 1) (V angengeim  1961, 
V eresh ch a g in  1971; L a z a re v  & Tom skay a  1987).

Recently, 3 mandibles and 1 complete cranium of P. spelaea were found in the territory of 
Yakutia. They will be analyzed in this paper.
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