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Abstract. Remains of Gliridae from the locality Grytsiv in the Ukraine are described. Glis 
valesiensis AGUSTI, 1981, Muscardinus topachevskii sp. nov., Myoglis ucrainicus sp. 
nov., Paraglirulus cf. werenfelsi Engesser, 1972 and Miodyromys grycivensis sp. nov. 
were identified in the material studied. Their age can be determined as Late Miocene, 
equivalent to Middle Sarmatian (Early Vallesian, MN 9). This paper is a first description 
of a Miocene fauna of dormice from Eastern Europe.
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INTRODUCTION

The fossil vertebrate locality Grytsiv is situated in the Khmelnitsky Region of the Ukraine. A 
preliminary description of the locality and its fauna, mainly that of large mammals, was made in 
a paper by E. KOROTKEVICH et al. (1985). Karst hollows of the fossil reef of the Middle Sarmatian 
See were filled with clays containing mollusc shells and vertebrate bones. An analysis of the 
geological structure of the locality, and a study of different groups of fossils and palaeomagnetic 
data permitted a rather precise determination of the age on the scale of marine stratigraphy of the 
Eastern Paratethys. The fauna of Grytsiv corresponds to the lower part of the Middle Sarmatian, 
to the Novomoskovski horizon of the Bessarabian substage. The fauna of mammals is referred to 
the Lower Vallesian or zone MN 9 of the West-European continental scale (TOPACHEVSKY et al. 
1996). The mammalian fauna of Grytsiv is the oldest known so far not only from the Ukraine, but 
from entire Eastern Europe. Remains of Gliridae in the Mio-Pliocene localities of this region are 
rare, scarce and so far unstudied.

At Grytsiv dormice are a subdominant group of rodents. They are represented mainly by isolated 
teeth, seldom by fragmentary upper and lower jaws. About one hundred specimens suitable for 
taxonomic identification were used in the present study. They are all stored in the Paleontological 
Museum, a division of the Central Museum of Natural History of the National Academy of Sciences 
of the Ukraine in Kiev, as collection N 22. All the illustrations and measurements were made by 
V. Nesin. The nomenclature of tooth elements follows that established by H. DE BRUIJN (1966).




























