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Gliridae (Mammalia: Rodentia) from the Miocene of Bełchatów 
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Abstract. Remains of dormice (Gliridae) were collected from three levels of sediments 
in the brown-coal mine of Bełchatów, representing mammalian zones MN 4 to MN 9. 
Besides a few teeth of Glis sp. from Opole they constitute the first material of this rodent 
family from the Miocene of Poland. 19 populations belonging to 8 genera (Glis, 
Glirudinus, Muscardinus, Myoglis, Cf. Heteromyoxus, Microdyromys, Glirulus and 
Bransatoglis) were described. The composition of the dormice fauna suggests the 
existence of a forest environment all through the time of sedimentation in the Bełchatów 
basin. The fauna of glirids of Bełchatów is similar to that of western and central Europe.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The data we have so far on fossil dormice in Poland concern only the Pliocene and Quaternary 
(K ow alsk i 1963, D aoud  1993). The unique information about their presence in the Miocene of 
Poland was gathered at Opole, where isolated teeth belonging to Glis sp. were discovered 
(K ow alsk i 1967).

Miocene sediments of the brown-coal mine of Bełchatów in Central Poland disclosed numerous 
remains of small mammals (K ow alsk i 1994, R zebik -K ow alsk a 1994). The oldest horizon with 
such remains, Bełchatów С contained a fauna of mammalian zone MN 4, the middle one, 
Bełchatów В, that of MN 5/6 and the upper one, Bełchatów A, of MN 9. All the three horizons 
contained isolated teeth of dormice (Gliridae).

The study of the fossil fauna of Bełchatów was supported by grant №  6 6219 92 03 of the Polish 
Scientific Committee. The author is indebted to Dr Adam SZYNKIEWICZ, who provided geological 
data on the locality, to Miss Beata S łow ik , who selected most of the small mammals from the 
samples collected at Bełchatów and to Mr Marek K ap tu rk iew icz who prepared the drawings. 
The discussions with Drs Remmert Daam s, Burkart E n g esser  and Wenyu Wu during the 
preparation of this paper were of great help to the author.

The specimens described in the present paper are housed in the collections of the Institute of 
Systematics and Evolution of Animals, Polish Academy of Sciences, Cracow. All dimensions are 
in millimeters.




















































