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Weasel and stoat (Mustelidae; Mammalia) in the food of birds 
of prey from Poland

R u pr e c h t  A. L. 1997. Weasel and stoat (Mustelidae; Mammalia) in the food of birds of 
prey from Poland. Acta zool, cracov. 39(2): 165-171.

Abstract. Weasel and stoat remains were identified in 34 (2.6%) out of 1300 pellet 
collections of birds of prey from Poland. Weasels were found in 32 collections and their 
percentage in all vertebrates found in the particular collection was according to the raptor 
species, as follows: Barn Owl (n = 15, x = 0.66%, range = 0.01-3.40%), Long-eared Owl 
(n = 3, X = 0.77%, range = 0.31-1.64%), Tawny Owl (n = 12, x = 0.56%, range =
0.03-2.38%), and Buzzard (n = 1, x = 0.62%). No significant relationship was found 
between the frequency of consumption of weasels and stoats by birds of prey and (1) the 
density of weasel and stoat populations and (2) the density of rodents, which are the 
primary food of owls and Mustelidae.
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Small Mustelidae, i.e. weasels Mustela nivalis LlNNAEUS, 1766 and stoats Mustela erminea 
LlNNAEUS, 1758, occasionally fall prey to owls, which has already been described in literature even 
as curiosal events (e.g. D avid  1988). The works devoted to an analysis of the diet of owls in Poland 
report the presence of weasels twice in the diet of the Long-eared Owl (U tte n d o r fe r  1939) and 
six times in that of the Tawny Owl (U tte n d o r fe r  1939, 1952). Besides, bony remains of a stoat 
were detected only once in the Tawny Owl’s pellet (UTTENDORFER 1952) and also once in a pellet 
of some undefined owl (BUCHALCZYK 1983). Regional studies of the diet composition of the Bam 
Owl from western Poland revealed six cases of the presence of bony remains of weasels in pellets 
(Ś w ierk ow sk a-G ru szczyń sk a  1952, K rzeptow sk i 1962, K o z ło w sk a  1964, D o le ż a l  1971, 
P arad ow sk a  1978) and two cases in eastern Poland (Lublin region -  Nikodem  1974). In the 
Tawny Owl’s pellets from the south-east of Poland the remains of the weasels were observed only 
twice (Cais 1963, K u lcz y ck i 1964). The frequency of weasel remains has been estimated for 
Poland on the basis of 13 habitation areas, from which the pellets of the Bam Owl, Tawny Owl, 
Long-eared Owl and Buzzard were analysed (BUCHALCZYK 1983). Other owl species hunt 
Mustelidae less frequently. The remains of an adult individual of Mustela rixosa SviHLA & Svihla, 1932 
were found in a pellet of a Barn Owl in Virginia, USA (H an d ley  1949), whereas some weasel
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