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Abstract. Insectivores from three local faunas are discussed. Lufeng, Yunnan Prov., South 
China, represents an equivalent of MN 11/12, while Ertemte and Bilike, Inner Mongolia, 
North China, are equivalents of MN 13 and MN 14, respectively. Lufeng insectivores 
show close affinities to European faunas of somewhat older age, while various Ertemte 
soricids belong to a potential source of younger invasions into Europe around the 
Miocene/Pliocene boundary. Alleged Tertiary relics among living East Asian insectivo
res, such as Blarinella, Anourosorex, Scapanulus, and Hylomys are known as fossils only 
slightly beyond their present ranges. The taxonomic positions of the species kormosi 
Schlosser, 1924 and inexspectatus Schlosser, 1924 is revised.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In the early 1960’s, Professor Kazimierz KOWALSKI studied Chinese shrews and as one result, 
he and Chuankuei L1 in 1963 described a new genus, Peisorex. Professor K o w a lsk i and his wife, 
Dr. Barbara R zebik-K ow alska, have made outstanding contributions to our understanding of 
soricid evolution during the European Neogene and Quaternary. It is with great pleasure that we 
are able to contribute to this volume in honour of Professor KOWALSKI.

Our paper is centered on Chinese shrews, family Soricidae, while leaving aside hedgehogs and 
moles. We restrict our paper to two topics: firstly, the alleged Tertiary relics among living Southeast 
Asian shrews, and secondly, changes in soricid faunas at the Miocene-Pliocene boundary. We will 
focus on Chinese-European connections. To this end, we selected three local paleofaunas that are 
rich in insectivore remains. These are Shihuiba near Lufeng, Yunnan Province, in the very south 
of China, and Ertemte and Bilike, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, in the north (see QIu 1988). 
The age of Lufeng is Middle Baodean and is an equivalent of the late early (MN 11) or early middle 
Turolian (MN 12) European Land Mammal Age. Ertemte is of latest Baodean and Bilike of early 
Yushean Chinese Land Mammal Age and thus these faunas represent the latest Miocene (MN 13) 
and early Pliocene (MN 14).












