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Abstract. The first well documented Villanyian faunal assemblage found in Italy comes 
from a karst fissure at Rivoli Veronese (Venetia, northeastern Italy). It is represented by 
four Insectivora and fourteen Rodentia, among which is a new species of Dinaromys. 
This species is based on fifteen M/1 belonging to individuals of different ages, and a few 
other teeth. The description of the new Dinaromys and a comparison with other species 
are presented here. Dinaromys topachevskii Nesin & Skorik, 1989 most likely has an 
M/1 of similar shape and size, but differs in some characters. Dinaromys allegranzii n. 
sp. seems to conserve paedomorphic features in the teeth.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In an abandoned quarry near Rivoli Veronese (Verona, Venetia, Northeastern Italy), the 
sediments of a karst fissure have preserved a rich faunal assemblage represented by Erinaceus, 
Beremendia, Sorex, Talpa, Apodemus (two species), Muscardinus, Eliomys, Glis, Sciurus, one 
flying squirrel, Ungaromys, cf. Ellobius, Villanyia cf. exilis, Mimomys cf . pliocaenicus, Mimomys 
pitymyoides, Mimomys tornensis and a new species of Dinaromys. The latter is the subject of this 
note.

Fossil remains of the genus Dinaromys are present in the Carpathians, the Balkans (JÄNOSSY 
1969; K orm os 1931; K o w a lsk i 1958; M a le z  & R abeder 1984; van  de W eerd 1973) and 
northern Italy in some micromammal associations from the early to the late Pleistocene. The Italian 
remains have all been referred to the extant Dinaromys bogdanovi V. & E. M artin o , 1922 of the 
Dinaric Alps (T od orov ić  1956) and were found in Biharian and Toringian associations (BARTO­
LOMEI 1970; S a la  1990).

In contrast, the faunal assemblage from Rivoli Veronese is older and can be referred to the 
Villanyian (= late Villanyian in F ejfa r  & H einrich  1990) (S a la  et al. 1994).
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