
Acta zool, cracov., 39(1): 447-468, Kraków, 15 Aug., 1996

Insectivora (Mammalia) from the Miocene of Bełchatów, 
Poland. III. Dimylidae S c h l o s s e r , 1887

Barbara R z e b ik -K o w a l s k a

Accepted for publication: 20 Sep., 1995

Rzebik-Kowalska B. 1996. Insectivora (Mammalia) from the Miocene of Bełchatów, 
Poland. III. Dimylidae Schlosser, 1887. Acta zool, cracov. 39(1): 447-468.

Abstract. Scarce remains of Dimylidae have been found in three different layers of 
Miocene sediments at Bełchatów in central Poland. Horizon C, dated to the Early 
Miocene (MN4), contained Plesiodimylus cf. chantrei and Chainodus intercedens. In 
horizon В (early Middle Miocene, MN5/6) P. chantrei and C. intercedens were also 
present. In horizon A (end of the Middle Miocene, MN9) Plesiodimylus chantrei, 
Plesiodimylus sp. and ? Chainodus sp. have been identified. These remains are described 
and illustrated and their systematic position discussed.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The present paper is the third part of a series of studies of the remains of Insectivora from the 
Miocene locality of Bełchatów in central Poland. The previous papers (R zeb ik -K ow alska  1993, 
1994a) dealt with members of the families Metacodontidae and Soricidae. The present study is 
devoted to two genera of the family Dimylidae: Plesiodimylus GAILLARD, 1897 and Chainodus 
Z ieg le r , 1990.

A description of the locality from which the material for this study has been obtained, as well 
as a discussion of its age, are given in papers by BURCHART et al. (1988), S tw o rz ew ic z  & 
S zyn k iew icz (1989), S tu c h lik  et al. (1990) and K o w a lsk i (1993a, b) as well as in the first paper 
of this series. Measurements were taken according to the pattern used for Dimylidae by M ü lle r  
(1967). The highest number of identical elements (e. g., right first lower molars, M 1) has been 
assumed to be the minimum number of individuals.

The specimens described are housed in the collection of the Institute of Systematics and 
Evolution of Animals, Polish Academy of Sciences, Cracow.
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