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Abstract. Remains of Insectivora from 21 cave deposits from the French Departments of 
Pyrénées-Atlantiques and Hautes-Pyrénées are studied. These faunas range in age from 
Middle Pleistocene to Holocene. The mole Talpa europaea is the most common insec­
tivore; it is present in virtually all localities. The samples show a slight decrease in size 
through time. Talpa minor is found in one locality of Middle Pleistocene age (Aventig- 
nan, Grotte de Gargas). This is the first Middle Pleistocene representative of this species 
in France. The hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus is extremely rare. This could be a 
taphonomical artifact. A second, larger, species may be present in one locality (Gerde, 
grotte de la Carrière). Among shrews, the genus Crocidura is represented by three 
species. Gerde has yielded Crocidura sp., a species probably related to C. kornfeldi. C. 
russula is found in two Late Pleistocene localities, and C. suaveolens in one Holocene 
cave. Altogether, the genus is very rare. Also extremely rare is Sorex minutus. This is 
striking, as this species is known already from the Early Pliocene onwards. The most 
common shrew is Sorex araneus. It is found in several Middle Pleistocene through 
Holocene localities, although rarely in large quantities. The same, but in still smaller 
quantities, applies to the water shrew Neomys fodiens. Most of the material found 
represents extant species.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Material from 21 cave deposits in southwestern France was sent to the author in the mid-eighties 
in order to have the insectivores identified. The samples had been assembled by Dr. André CLOT, 
from Bordères-sur-l’Echez, near Tarbes, France. Unfortunately, Mr C lo t  died on January 22, 
1991. The material was subsequently returned to his widow in the summer of 1991 and is now 
being taken care of by the Lourdes museum.

The samples had been collected over a number of years in the Departments of Pyrénées-Atlan­
tiques and Hautes-Pyrénées (Fig. 1), not only by Mr. C lo t , but also by other collectors working 
in the region. This implies that at present it is often impossible to be certain regarding such 
elementary data as collecting techniques, dates of recovery, or even who collected the material.




























