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Abstract. This paper presents a review of fossil rodents from Lower Pliocene localities,
continental analogues of the south Ukraine Pontian layer. Problems of biostratigraphy
and correlation with continental Mio-Pliocene deposits are discussed.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Palaeontologists currently display great interest in the study of the Lower Pliocene (Pontian)
deposits of the eastern Paratethys. This interest is caused by the controversial data related to the
marine deposits, as w ell as the scanty synchronous continental Pontian deposits and their equivocal
interpretation. The subject o f the present discussion is not only the duration o f the Pontian stage,
suggested by some researchers to be 1-2 million years, but also its position within the standard
stratigraphy of the interval between 7 and 4 Ma (GOZHIK 1992; V a n g en g eim & P e v z n e r 1993).
An insufficient body o f inconsistently dated larger mammal remains provides no reliable basis for
the resolution of these problems, and a micromammal survey of the Pontian layer by N. I.
B arbot-D E -M orny still remains almost completely unknown. In the only locality so far known
from the eastern Paratethys, Shkodova Gora in the vicinity o f Odessa, there has, in continental
Pontian limestone streak layers been found deer and camel, as well as some rodent and lagomorph
remains said to be poorly diagnostic (TOPACHEVSKI & S k o rik 1977a).
In view of the above, the value of small mammal remains from the coastal and fore-delta
deposits of the stratotypic region becomes obvious as data for direct correlation of marine and
continental deposits.
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II. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Several lower Pontian small mammal localities have been recently discovered in the Odesskaya
oblast’ (the Ukraine): Vinogradovka- 1 (P risyazhniuk & Shevchenko 1987), Bolshoi Fontan

