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Abstract: Scarce remains of suids have been found in the Miocene layers of the brown 
coal mine of Bełchatów in Poland. Bełchatów С, representing MN 4, yielded a tooth of 
Hyotherium soemmeringi. The uppermost layer with Miocene faunal remains, Bełchatów 
A, containing a fauna indicating MN 9, yielded one tooth of Suidae unsufficient for 
identification to species and genus.

Key words: fossil mammals, Artiodactyla, Suidae, Miocene, Poland.

Jan van der Made, Universiteit Utrecht, Faculteit Aardwetenschappen, Budapestlaan 
4, Postbus 80021, 3508 ТА Utrecht, Netherlands; Kazimierz Kowalski, Institute of 
Systematics and Evolution of Animals, Polish Academy of Sciences, Sławkowska 17, 
31-016 Kraków, Poland.

I. INTRODUCTION

The earliest data on remains of Miocene suids in the present Poland originate from the end of 
the 19th and beginning of the 20th century and concern the region of Opole (Oppeln) in Silesia. In 
1870 Röm er mentioned in his Geologie von Oberschlesien "Hyotherium sp." as represented by 
one premolar and fragments of a molar from Domaradz (Damratsch), a few kilometers from Opole 
in Silesia. S te h lin  (1899/1890) noted H. simorrense from "Tauenzinow" near Opole and ilustrated 
two teeth from that locality. The same specimens were studied by W egn er (1908), who was of 
the opinion that they represent Hyotherium soemmeringi. The morphology and dimensions of these 
specimens as illustrated by STEHLIN (1899/1900, Pl. VI, Fig. 26) point rather to Parachleuasto- 
choerus cf. steinheimensis.

A n d reae  (1904) listed from Opole 1 (Oppeln) "cf. Choerotherium sansaniense LART. sp. (oder 
pygmaeum Dep.)", identified by S c h lo s s e r  on the basis of one astragalus. W egn er (1913) studied 
new material from the same locality and recognized "Hyotherium simorrense L a r te t  1851," 
represented by a lower canine tooth. An upper canine was also illustrated by WEGNER and listed 
as probably belonging to the same species. The material as illustrated by WEGNER is insufficient 
to be identified as belonging to a suid.

GŁAZEK et al. (1971) described two fragmentary mandibles and several bones of the postcranial 
skeleton of Hyotherium simorrense from another Miocene locality in Silesia, called Przeworno. 
They were collected in one of the two localities existing in Przeworno, namely Przeworno 2. From 
locality Przeworno 1 in the same quarry they described one incisor as belonging to Hyotherium












