
Acta zool, cracov., 39(1): 293-303, Kraków, 15 Aug., 1996

Albanohyus, a small Miocene pig
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Abstract. There has long been confusion regarding the small Miocene Suoidea Albano­
hyus pygmaeus (D epéret, 1892) and Taucanamo grandaevum (Fraas, 1870). A number 
of characters separate not only these species, but Suidae and Old World "Tayassuidae" 
as well. Albanohyus appears to be a suid and not a "tayassuid". In Europe, Albanohyus 
is characterized by size increase: the small A. pygmaeus is found in La Grive, and the 
larger A. castellensis (Golpe-Posse, 1977) in Castell de Barbera and Doué-la-Fontaine; 
Albanohyus from Przeworno 2 is intermediate. The known time range of the lineage is 
MN 7 (La Grive) to MN 9 (Doué-la-Fontaine). African material from the Middle Miocene 
of Fort Ternan and the Ngorora Formation is also assigned to Albanohyus. The Pliocene 
suid Cainochoerus africanus (Hendey, 1976) is believed to be a descendant of Albano­
hyus.
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I. INTRODUCTION

There has long been confusion regarding European "Tayassuidae" and Suidae. At first all were 
believed to be suids, then some fossils were recognized to be different and to resemble tayassuids 
in certain characters. These fossils were then (and are still) considered Tayassuidae, but might well 
represent a third group of Suoidea. At the same time wrong species or genus names were applied 
to these fossils. As a result, the distinction between the two groups of suoids became blurred. For 
Palaeochoerus POMEL, 1847 and Hyotherium M eyer, 1834 the problems were largely resolved 
by G insburg (1974), but unfortunately his results have often been ignored (see also v a n  d er  
M ade 1994). Taucanamo Simpson, 1945, Albanohyus Ginsburg, 1974 and Barberahyus G olpe  
Posse, 1977 present a similar chaos.

D ep éret (1892) described the species " Choeromorus" pygmaeus on the basis of three fossils 
from La Grive, a right maxilla with M2 and M3, a left P4 and a fragment of a left mandible with 
М2 and М3. The first two specimens are housed in the Université Claude Bernard, Lyon (UCBL) 
under no. 65652 and the latter specimen is possibly LGr 699 in the Muséum Guimet, Lyon (MGL) 
but if this is the case the М 2 is lost. Apparently, the maxilla and not the mandible was considered 
to be the holotype (p. 89). "Colobus" grandaevus F raas, 1870, from Steinheim, a "peccary" and


