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Abstract. New excavations and analyses of materials from the Upper Paleolithic site 
Cracow Spadzista Street (B) indicate that 71 mammoths may have been killed at the site 
(or died there naturally), probably not all at once. About 99% of the site’s 9000 bones 
are from mammoth. The lower jaws and teeth give the highest MNI (71), but other bones 
represent varying numbers (from 58 represented by the atlas to 5 represented by 
metatarsal V). The site’s age profile is typical of a stable population.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The main excavated area of the paleolithic site Cracow Spadzista Street (B) is situated upon a 
height connected with the main summit of Św. Bronisława hill (252 meters above sea level). The 
site is associated with 5 other Upper Paleolithic sites, all situated within about 100 m of each other 
on a rocky prominence overlooking the Rudawa Valley (47 meters above the valley).

Site (B) contains a large accumulation of mammoth (Mammuthus primigenius) bones. Only a 
few, isolated bones and teeth of other taxa (Coelodonta antiquitatis, Equus caballus, Rangifer 
tarandus, Ursus sp., Canis lupus, Alopex lagopus) were also found (K u b ia k  & ZAKRZEWSKA 
1974).

The bone accumulation has been interpreted as the remains of two or three possible dwellings, 
heavily disturbed by solifluction. The stone artifacts associated with the bones belong to the Upper 
Paleolithic industries of the Kostienki-Avdeevo type. The radiocarbon dating of this site indicates 
an the age of about 21 000 years B.P. (K ozłow sk i et al. 1974).
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II. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As a result of excavations undertaken in 1968-71, a minimum number of individuals (MNI) for 
mammoth based on the mandibles and lower teeth was estimated at 60 (Kubiak & Z ak rzew sk a  
1974). In 1989-90 and 1992-94, excavations at this site were continued. The estimated number of








