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Abstract. The hipparions of the Northern Black Sea coast area (Ukraine and Moldova) 
are reviewed. At present, twenty forms of hipparions are known from this area. The 
material analysed here comes from more than twenty localities of middle Sarmatian to 
late Kimmerian age. The author has used both unpublished and literature data. The h 
ipparions in these faunas and their stratigraphie distribution are given. The presence in 
the middle Sarmatian of Ukraine (MN9) of two species of Hipparion is discussed. The 
relationships between some species from the region is also briefly discussed.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A strong trend toward detailed analyses of past faunal history is currently in effect. This trend 
is chiefly associated with an increased usage of paleontological data for the fine stratification of 
deposits, and for paleo-landscape and paleoclimatic reconstructions. From this viewpoint, the 
faunas existing during the climax phase of the Cenozoic terrestrial ecosystems, traditionally called 
hipparion faunas, are of special interest. In this connection, studies of faunas from particular regions 
are important to the evaluation of the hipparion fauna as a whole.

The resolution of this problem is based on study of the dominant mammal groups, particularly 
the ungulates. Among these animals, hipparions are especially important due to the high rate of 
evolution of the genus Hipparion (sensu lato), and its great species diversity and long temporal 
range.

The Northern Black Sea coast area and, in particular, Ukraine and Moldova, is characterised 
by numerous localities with Hipparion faunas. Hipparions are recorded from practically all 
localities in the studied region (K rak h m aln aya  1987, 1995), and is represented by large series 
in many of them.

The Northern Black Sea coast area is known not only for the number of Hipparion fauna 
localities but, which is especially important, for their stratigraphie position. A continuous succès-
















